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CLARIFICATION

To all readers that can verify the existence of mistakes, fundamental data omission,
or that consider that they have any additional information related with the content
of this book, or that their names or biographic sketch shall be included in the next
edition of this book, please contact the editors using the following:

www.hectorabdelnour.com
hectorabdelnourmussa@gmail.com



DEDICATION:

To all Héctor Antonio Abdelnour Mussa’s family and to his friends, with special affection we
remember the fellow villagers from Margarita Island with whom he shared the last years of his life, to
his good friend Jack Dembo, recently deceased whom he met when they were both boy scouts and
with whom he maintained a beautiful friendship throughout his life, to his wife Susy, his children, to
his very special and very loved friends: Carmen Virginia Pefialoza and her family, and to Ramonita
Pérez Bustillos. To his mates Vinicio Barrios, La Nena and their family. To fighting men from the left
as the leader of the Sixties, Douglas Bravo. To Arbenis Urdaneta, a nowadays fighter, who he met
shortly before dying, nevertheless, they shared a short friendship full of anecdotes.

To the families Deseda, Antar, Nader, Tobias, Montagioni, Carlessi and Rosales De Sousa.

To my brothers Luis Flores and Luis Peiia. To my in-laws Joseba Achutegui and Sara Nuiiez de
Achutegui, to my son-in-law Asier Achutegui Niiiiez.

To all those who were his fellow partners in the Navy: Commander Victor Hugo Morales, Pedro
Medina Silva, Heroes of Porteiiazo; Real Admiral Flanders Rafael Silveira and his wife Chichi;
Régulo Noriega and his wife Pipina with whom he shared the mission in Italy, Alvaro Del Castillo,
Mariiio Blanco y Pérez Sanchez and to the current officers, who even though they did not personally
knew him, it was them who encouraged us and gave us their support to make this project come true,
Admiral Carlos Aniasi Turchio; Admiral Julidn Salcedo and Sea Captain Jairo Bracho.

To some of his cousins: Ivan Siguranni, Luis Alberto Mussa (el pelon), Professor Luis Alfredo
Abdelnour and Ramén Abdelnour (because in addition of being his family, they were his good friends
who always supported him).

To his new-generation friends: Sami Faraj, Jorge Luis Rojas Nader, David Bittan, Enoc Martinez.

To Bernardo Alvarez with whom we have shared his love for Venezuela and his beautiful labor of
connecting Venezuelans who live abroad with our country through culture.

To Henry Pachano for his valuable advices and methodologic orientation, to the company 100 %
Medios C.A for their generosity, sponsoring this publication and to Jenny Rosales from Empresa

Santorini, C.A, for their contribution during design and colors selection.

Maigualida Pire.



It is an honor for me, as a friend and as Venezuelan, to make the introduction of this work
which constitute the graphic compilation of the professional life of my friend Sea Captain
Héctor Antonio Abdelnour Mussa.

The intention of his children Héctor and Patricia is no other than, honoring their father’s
memory as well as give as a legacy to their family, friends, to his other children (Florita, Marfa
Eugenia, Diana, Nélida y Suppa a non-biological son but equally loved), to his grandchildren,
great grandchildren, and a whole generation to come, events episodes that must not be
forgotten because they are mandatory heritage in the family memory.

Specially during the year 1958, during which renowned events happened in our country, which
definitively branded our political history, thanks to the performance of brave Venezuelans,
civilians and military who fought for the rescue of the democracy and that thanks to their effort
and sacrifice to overthrow a dictatorship, amongst many of these compatriots forming this
printed sketch, appears as a main character the figure of a young Venezuelan Navy Captain, son
of Lebanese immigrants, named Héctor Abdelnour Mussa.

His great history takes us to an experience that is already traditional when we appreciate the
contributions of the people that came to our country from beyond the sea.

In this case, a couple formed by Raimundo Mussa and Ventura Yibirin arrive to our country,
from the north of the Lebanon to the great village of El Pilar, in Sucre State, who were part of
the immigration wave that arrived to Venezuela at the end of the XIX century, dedicating to
cocoa farming.

At the time, Venezuelan cocoa was one of the products that sustained the national economy, due
to the fact than even today this is of great quality and very coveted in the global markets.

The east region, especially Cartipano seaport, acquires great importance for being a thriving
area, having as a consequence a great commercial activity due to the arrival of boats carrying
merchandise from Europe, and at the same time taking our agricultural products to the old
continent.

From the union between Raimundo and Ventura, seven children were born: Rosa, Carmen,
Jesus, Maria, Antonio, Catalina and Josefina.

Later on, Carmen Mussa Yibirin and Juan Abdelnour, also Lebanese got married. From this
union five children were born: Amelia, Hilda, Venus, Olga and Héctor, the last two twins and
also the youngest ones (being Héctor the only male). Who were born on December 15th, at the
Sucre village of El Pilar.



Worried for the education of their offspring, the family moves to Caracas, where the girls
study at San José de Tarbes School and Héctor at La Salle School where he attends primary
school.

With a high concept of responsibility and values, taught at home, his parents enrolled him
in the Navy School so he can pursue a military career, entering in 1939 and graduating in
the year 1943.

This way his professional life begins as a Venezuelan War Navy Officer, carrying out
different roles and missions that distinguished him within the official nature.

On 1946, he starts an active life in the professional field, assuming hierarchy posts that were
assigned to him progressively, which granted him promotions, different acknowledgement
abroad and endless activities that distinguished him throughout his career.

The year 1958, deserves a special mention, since it was of great transition in politic life in
our country. As it may be remembered, January 23rd, a great civic-military movement
overthrew the government of Marcos Pérez Jiménez, who abandoned the country headed to
Dominican Republic.

In April of that same year, for disposition of the Board that assumed the future of the
country, Héctor Abdelnour is appointed as “Assistant of the Military House”. During this
period and until 1959, he accomplished important missions, such as taking care of Fidel
Castro during his visit to Venezuela, managing the purchase of the plane where gun
packages were going to be taken to Cuba and to be part of the officers’ team that handled
their transportation.

The career of this righteous and talented with civic virtues man, that granted him the
affection and respect of every person that knew him and enjoyed his franc and kind treat,
overcame a ploy schemed by a renowned Venezuelan editor, that implicated him in a
unfortunate incident, and after that adverse and unsupported process, his name, afterward
was completely vindicated amongst military authorities and public opinion of the country.

In the year 1970, once complied the availability procedure, he restarts his civil life prompted
by a series of activities that later will motivate him to establish his home in Margarita
Island, where he lived until 2002. This same year he moves to his beloved Puerto Cabello,
sine in that city he started his professional life. This is where he dies on August 1st 2002.

This informative summary is the product of perseverance and patience of Maigualida Pire,
who was his wife and mother of this two last children, Patricia and Héctor Alberto, who
carried out a difficult task to rescue facts and livings that surrounded the life of this
extraordinary man, this work rises as a valuable living testimony that deserves to be
rescued as a valid reference in the Venezuelan military and civil field corresponding to the
last century.

Beatriz Garcia Maldonado.



This work, that does not intend to be a historical investigation work, is composed of a summary
Sea Captain Héctor Antonio Abdelnour Mussa’s life trajectory and was carried out thanks to
the gathering of press articles and photographs that he kept for more than forty years, with the
purpose of one day making a book. With its publication we are complying with one of his most
beloved desires.

Many of the descriptions hereby presented go along with some historical national or regional
references, with which I only intend to evoke the historical moment and perhaps recreate the
situational atmosphere in which the life of our character passed, seeking in this way, to provide
information about his participation in those events.

This book pretends, besides being a tribute to the Lebanese compatriot demonym, to its culture
and its people: where, in some narratives, I allow myself to evoke customs and traditions and
their foothold in our country.

Regarding the presentation of this content I must point out, that since this is the history of a
person whose origins are based on immigrant ancestors, the first chapter named “Origins”
starts with a narrative about the Lebanon from where his grandparents came and about
Cartpano, El Pilar and Caripito, places where these Lebanese families settled when they first
arrived to Venezuela and where his first childhood passed. In addition, on the second chapter of
this book, I only highlight the most important aspects of his academic and professional life, this
information comes from the different communications found in his personal file, which I present
chronologically, showing this way his trajectory, his achievements, the different responsibilities
that were assigned to him until the end of the decade of the Sixties, because once Dr. Ratael
Caldera government is established, since he was a hot tempered military, he was considered
“uncomfortable” for that government and he was placed as available. After this, he was
integrated to civil life, he participated in different work projects, carrying out volunteer work
and helping the community.

The third chapter corresponds to “Events of the year 1958”7, in which are presented magazines
and newspapers graphic documentation copies of the time and an accurate transcription of the
original texts has been included to ease their reading, where it is evident his participation in the
political life of Venezuela as “Assistant of the Military House of the transitioning government of
the Government Board chaired by Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal” during which he is tasked
with the purchase of an airplane to the company AVENSA-Motilén, C.A, this information is
backed by the original purchase receipt issued by the company, in this plane was carried part of
the help sent to the Revolution of Commander Fidel Castro in Sierra Maestra, Cuba.

The documentation gathers the optimistic moment they were living with the new country
project and how some young officers supportive of the institutionalism eased the change and
allowed a civil and democratic transition, that later on was transformed into a bloody one
thanks to the persecution made to communist party members.



The fourth chapter corresponds to “Commander Fidel Castro’s visit to Venezuela in 19597,
Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal and his government team had supported the fight for the
Cuban people liberation and all Venezuelan population, without distinction of political or
social class sympathize with the Commander Fidel Castro and his bearded people. These
people turned to the streets and were received with overwhelming public events, Héctor
Abdelnour was assigned host of Commander Fidel Castro during his visit.

The fifth chapter corresponds to “The Decade of the Sixties”, during this time existed an
instability climate in the country. Héctor prepares for the civil life, studies in the middle
school, attends to a pilot course and is promoted to the rank of Sea Captain, until the year
1962 when a particular event that branded his life happened, which I have called “ The
media execution”, this corresponds to an unpleasant and unfair event that happened in
Hector’s life in the year 1962, as it was the lie plotted by a communication medium along
with a member of the civil staft and another from the Army’s military, in which is
implicated Commander Fidel Castro.

As it is well known, during the Sixties, cold war times, during the President Betancourt’s
government there was a fierce persecution against the left party, since there were civilians
and military whose movements sympathized with the Cuban Revolution, as it is the case of
Héctor Abdelnour who at the date carried out the post of Navy Intelligence Head, and as it
was proven in the most famous uprising of the democracy years, occurred during 1962 by
Navy members, known as: El Carupanazo and El Portefiazo.

The sixth chapter presents different moments of his life which comprehend the decade of
the Seventies until the moment of his death in 2002, when a bus hit him on a Thursday
August 1st fulfilling this way his desires of dying standing, “as the trees”, what he always
said when he referred to death.

He died in his beloved Puerto Cabello, city where he started his professional life and of
great influence on our seamen. With this event, the ALPHA and OMEGA of his life was
tulfilled.

Finally, on the seventh chapter I present copies of the most important documents of his
personal record.



ORIGINS



At the end of the XIX century the first groups of Lebanese immigrants started to arrive
to Venezuela who came running away from the wars product of the Ottoman Empire
dominance, seeking a better future in foreign lands.

Lebanon is a beautiful and cult country with 10.452 square kilometers throughout its
geography and with a population of almost four million of inhabitants. Throughout
seven thousand years of history, they have survived different events and the Lebanese
people living all around the world embrace each other and are united around their
universal symbols, highlighting the millennial cedars, a wide culture, their culinary art
and an extraordinary importance to family values, as well as the renowned participation
in several artistic field and professionals.

The majority of immigrants that came from the Middle East were Lebanese and in an
absolutely minor proportion they came from other villages of Levante. It was common
to call them “Turkish”, because until 1918 they were subjects of the Ottoman Empire;
they were also called “Arabs” for the language that since then they speak and write. The
Lebanese showed their gratitude to the country through their work; they little by little
integrated forming Lebanese-Venezuelan or Syrian-Venezuelan families and nowadays a
great number of descendants of those first immigrants are prominent Venezuelans,
whose work and participation in social, cultural, entrepreneurial, sport intellectual life
among others have made them worthy of acknowledgement and respect.

The first ones that arrived dabbled in the field, contributing to the push and growth of
items such as cocoa and coftee. Those who throve in commerce adventured afterwards in
the industry and later on started to flourish professionals that were useful for the
communities where they established. Those immigrants worked hard for their children
to learn Spanish and to deeply know and love Venezuela without forgetting their values,
their love and attachment to their country of origin.

After 125 years of their presence in our country, nowadays there are Lebanese
descendants almost in every corner of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and many of
them are different renowned professionals such as physicians, attorneys, professors, as
well as dabbling into politics and occupying high government positions, in the national,
municipal or regional governments.

In this documental compilation we will talk about the Mussa Yibirin family, constituted
by Raimundo Mussa and Ventura Yibirin who were part of that immigration that
arrived to Venezuela in the late XIX century, they came from the region that belonged
to the current Akkar District of North Lebanon Government, they are the first ones of
the family to arrive, settling in the East region in a beautiful village called El Pilar in
Sucre State, where they focused on cocoa farming.



Cocoa was a product of great importance to Venezuelan economy, it was very coveted in the
world markets, due to this, CartGpano port had a great development and the area was very
prosperous, thanks to the arrival of ships carrying merchandise from Europe and that at the
same time took our agricultural products. This region had the first telegraph that underwater
brought along Europe and the American continent, from The French city of Marseille to
Cartpano.

Raimundo and Ventura had seven children: Rosa, Carmen, Jests, Maria, Antonio, Catalina and
Josefina. Carmen Mussa Yibirin, mother of Captain Abdelnour, married with Juan Abdelnour
brought into this world five children: Amelia, Hilda, Venus, Olga and Héctor. Abdelnour family
is also from Arabic background, coming from Bhamdoun village in the Lebanon, when they
arrive to Venezuela, they settle in Monagas State, in Caripito, this village is located towards the
north of Maturin, and has a population of approximately 48.000 inhabitants, it was founded
around the year 1878.

In 1932 this land had an incredible economic growth when Standard Oil of Venezuela opened
the refinery in Caripito that during many years was the greatest in Venezuela, workplace of
Juan Abdelnour, who is Héctor Abdelnour Mussa’s father. Héctor was born in El Pilar village of
Sucre State, on December 15th 1921.

Years later, the family formed by Juan Abdelnour and Carmen Mussa moved to the capital with
the purpose of letting their children attend classes, Héctor and Olga (Toto, his twin sister) are
the youngest children and he is the only male of his family, his sisters studied in San José de
Tarbes School and he, once he finished the basic school is enrolled in the Navy School so he can
pursue a military career, to which he entered in 1989 and graduated in 1943.

That way he starts his professional life as a Venezuelan War Navy Officer, ending his career in
the year 1970 with Rafael Caldera government, who passes him to availability due to political
reasons.



Mussa Yibirin family, Captain Abdelnour’s grandparents:
Raimundo Mussa and Ventura Yibirin, with their young children at El Pilar, Sucre State.
In the center is Carmen Mussa



Captain Héctor Abdelnour’s Mother, Mrs. Carmen Mussa Yibirin.



At Aunt Josefina Mussa Yibirin’s wedding, from left to right Sea Captain
Abdelnour’s sisters: Venus, Olga (Toto), Aunt Josefina, Hilda, his cousin
Aidee Liche and sitting, her sister Amelita.



Josefna Mussa Yibirin, Héctor Abdelnour’s aunt



Captain Héctor
Abdelnour
(7 years old)

Captain
Hector
Abdelnour
and his sister
Venus Elena

Captain Héctor Abdelnour (5 years



Captain Abdelnour and his fellow Scouts Jack Dembo and Rafael Rivero



1928, La Salle School, place where Captain Héctor
Abdelnour obtained his first education



Corvette Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa during his General Staff Course graduation at
“R.N College” of Greenwich, England year 1956.



Captain Héctor Abdelnour,
1946 Second Lieutenant

Captain Héctor Abdelnour,
1946 Second Lieutenant



Captain Héctor Abdelnour, 2002



Captain Héctor Abdelnour with his children Patricia and Héctor Abdelnour Pire



SUMMARY OF
HIS LIFE



Héctor Antonio Abdelnour Mussa was born at el Pilar, Sucre State on December 15th 1921
and died on August 01st 2002. His parents were Juan Abdelnour and Carmen Mussa
Yibirfn; his sister Amelia, Hilda, Venus and Olga (Toto) and his children Flora Cristina
Abdelnour Velazco, Marfa Eugenia Abdelnour Velazco, Diana Beatriz Abdelnour Velazco,
Nelida Abdelnour Mussa, Patricia Margarita Abdelnour Pire and Héctor Alberto Abdelnour
Pire.

He studied his basic school at La Salle School Caracas and his Military Career at Escuela
Naval de Venezuela from February 08th 1939 to August 21st 1943. He remained one year
outside the Navy for personal reasons and returned again in the year 1945, until the end of
his career.

Professional Experience:

*January 8rd 1946. For disposition of the Revolutionary Government Board, through
Resolution signed by Major Carlos Delgado Chalbaud, Minister of War and Navy, Second
Lieutenant Héctor Abdelnour is declared “Student Officer” on board of the Gunboat “General
Urdaneta”.

*February 5th 1946. For disposition of the Revolutionary Government Board and Resolution
of the Ministry of War and Navy he is promoted to the rank of SECOND LIEUTENANT.

*February 19th 1946. He is appointed Head of Repairs and Navigation Department and
Roles script delivery.

*March 11th 1946. He is appointed as “Navigation Assistant of' Gunboat General Urdaneta”.
*May 6th 1946. Appointed “Navigation Head of Independencia Corvette”.
*QOctober 9th 1946. Appointed as “Artillery Head of Independencia Corvette”.

*March 21st 1947. Resolution No. 303, signed by Base Commander Wolfgang Larrazébal,
where he was appointed as “Instruction Deputy Military Prosecutor to restore the summary
and take statements to sailor for crimes committed on board of “Federation” Corvette.

*March 31st 1947. Resolution No. 02489 dated March 24th 1947, through which he is
informed that due to disposition of the Revolutionary Government Board and by Resolution
of the National Defense, Staff Head Lieutenant Colonel Staff’ Head Marcos Pérez Jiménez, is
appointed “Commander of Submarines Chaser Brién”.

*QOctober 14th 1947. Resolution No.7119 through which he is informed that due to
disposition of the Revolutionary Government Board of the United States of Venezuela and by
Resolution of the Ministry of National Defense, dated August 6th 1947, the Vice-Chairman of
the General Staft, Major Luis Felipe Lovera Paez, is appointed “First Section Commander of
the Boys Second Company”.

*February 24th 1948. In charge of the Pilotage of La Guaira Port, March 9th 1948,
Resolution No 1407 of Ministry of National Defense, where he is informed that he has been
promoted to the rank of LIEUTENANT, signed by Staft' Head Lieutenant Colonel Marcos
Pérez Jiménez.



*March 15th 1948. For disposition of the Presidency of the United States of Venezuela
and by Resolution No. 1637 dated March 9th 1948 from the Ministry of National
Defense, he is informed that he has been appointed as: “Commander of the First
Company of Boys School” signed by Staft Head Major Lieutenant Colonel in Chief
Marcos Pérez Jiménez.

*QOctober 21st 1948. Resolution No. 449 of General Command of Navy Forces of
Ministry of National Defense, where he is informed that he has been designated as
Liaison Officer at the Littoral of La Guaira, between the Command and War boats due
to Presidential Command transition. Signed by Commander Wolfgang Larrazabal.

*March 8th 1949. He is appointed Liaison Officer to assist North American Army
Transportation “New Kent”, “Bexar” and “Kleinmith”, visiting Venezuela.

*August 20th 1949. Resolution No 6495 dated August 16th 1949 from the Staff
Command, where he is informed that by disposition of the Revolutionary Government
Board of the United States of Venezuela, he has been appointed Artillery Head of
CAPANA Transport”. Signed by Head in charge of Staft Major Lieutenant Colonel
Félix Romén Moreno.

*QOctober 30th 1950. The Ministry of Communications grants him license No. AF-133
to operate an amateur radio station YV-5_EO (YV 5 idle students), authorized by
Communications Director Oscar Suédrez Flamerich, which shall be installed at his home
located in Miranda Avenue, Washington Urbanization, Alcdzar Residences, Caracas.

*July 16th 1951. He is appointed to be part of the protocol commission in the acts of
July 23rd and 24th.

*January 17th 1952. By disposition of the Government Board of the United States of
Venezuela and Resolution of the Ministry of National Defense he is informed that he
has been appointed as “Commander of First Company of Boys School”. Signed by
Lieutenant Colonel Félix Roman Moreno, Head in charge of Staft Command.

*January 17th 1952. By disposition of the Government Board of the United Stated of
Venezuela and by Resolution of the Ministry of National Defense he is informed that

he has been promoted to the rank of LIEUTENANT. Signed by Colonel Félix Roman
Moreno, Head in charge of Staftf Command.

*July 31st 1952. By disposition of the Government Board of the United States of
Venezuela and by Resolution of the Ministry of National Defense No 398 dated July
05th 1952, he is informed that he has been appointed as “Second Commander of
Victoria Corvette”. Signed by Lieutenant Colonel Félix Romén Moreno, Head in charge
of Staftf Command,



*March 18th 1953. By disposition of the Provisional President of the Republic and by
Resolution of the Ministry of National Defense No. 185 of the same year, he is informed that
he has been appointed as "Second Commander of Patria Corvette”. Signed by Lieutenant
Colonel Félix Romén Moreno, Head in charge of Staff Command.

*December 29th 1953. By disposition of the President of the Republic and by Resolution of
Ministry of National Defense dated 19th of the month, he is informed that he has been
appointed “Hulls Inspector of Inspection Commission in Italy”. Signed by Staft Head, Brigade
General Rémulo Fernandez.

*January 11th 1955. By disposition of the Provisional President of the Republic and
Resolution of the Ministry of National Defense he is informed that he has been appointed as
“Second Commander of Patria Corvette” replacing Corvette Captain Pedro Medina Silva,
Signed by Staff Head, Brigade General Rémulo Fernandez.

*March 18th 1955. He is appointed as Liaison Officer between mother ship “Gilmore” and
Second Section of Navy Staff. Signed by Corvette Captain Carlos Bacalao Lara.

*June 17th 1955. By disposition of the President of the Republic and by Resolution of the
Ministry of the National Defense No. 837 dated June 8th 1955 he is informed that he has been
declared in Commission to move to the United States of America, with the purpose of
attending the following courses, in the times and places specified as follows: Antiaircraft
Artillery Curse in Washington, 16 weeks; Torpedoes courses in New Port, 4 weeks; Guard
Officer of C.I.C course, in Boston, Massachusetts, 4 weeks; and Guard Officer of A.S.W course
in Key West, Florida, 3 weeks. Signed by Staft Head, Brigade General Rémulo Fernandez.

*March 1st 1956. By disposition of the President of the Republic and by Resolution of the
Ministry of National Defense No. 154 dated February 28th 1956, he is informed that he has
been promoted to the rank of CORVETTE CAPTAIN. Signed by Brigade General Rémulo
Fernindez, Staftf Command Head.

*August 10th 1956. By disposition of the President of the Republic and by Resolution of the
Ministry of National Defense No. 422 dated August 1st 1956, he is informed that he has been
declared in commission to move to England, with the purpose of attending a Staff Course at
the “R. N College” of Greenwich, with a duration of 5 months. Signed by the Brigade General
Rémulo Ferndndez, Staff Head.

*April 80th 1957. By disposition of the President of the Republic and by Resolution of the
Ministry of National Defense No. 200 dated April 19th 1957, he is informed that he has been

appointed as “Second Commander of Destroyer Admiral Garcfa”. Signed by Brigade General
Rémulo Ferndndez, Staff Head.

*September 9th 1957. Award of Duarte, Sanchez and Mella was granted to him, by the
Government of Dominican Republic, granted to all members of the Venezuelan mission that
attended the Presidential Assumption of Office.



*February 22nd 1958. By disposition of the Government Board of the Republic of Venezuela
and by Resolution No 239 dated February 28th 1958, and in compliance with the Article 315
of the Organic Law of the Army and Navy, he has been designated as Officer of the Navy
Forces to be part of the investigation Council that Lieutenant Ricardo Ovalles Peralto was
subjected to. Signed by Colonel Jestiis Manuel Pérez Morales, Staft Head.

*March 6th 1958. By disposition of the Government Board of the Republic of Venezuela and
by Resolution No 318 dated February 16th 1958, he is appointed “Second Commander of
Destroyer Zulia™. Signed by Colonel Jestis Manuel Pérez Morales, General Staft Head.

*April 8th 1958. By disposition of the Government Board of the Republic of Venezuela and
Resolution No. 508 dated April 1st 1958, he is appointed “Assistant to the Military House”.
Signed by the Colonel Jestis Manuel Pérez Morales, Staft Head. During this period and until
1959, he carries out several mission, among the most important: attending Fidel Castro
during his visit to Venezuela, organizing the purchase of the airplane where the guns were
taken to Cuba and being part of the officer’s team that moved them.

*November 20th 1958. By disposition of the Government Board of the Republic of
Venezuela he was granted with the CONDECORACION DE LA ORDEN FRANCISCO DE
MIRANDA, in its Second Class. Signed by Dr. Numa Quevedo, Minister of Internal Affairs.

*December 10th 1958. In notification No. A O-464, from the Ministry of Communications,
Civil Aeronautical Director Horacio Lépez Conde, informs him that in response of his
request, the acronym YV-P-EPV has been assigned to the plane Douglas brand, Model 46,
serial No. 264, which was bought to company Aerovias Venezolanas S.A (AVENSA). This
airplane was bought with the solidary assistance of the Venezuelan people, with money
collected from “un bolivar para la sierra”. In that same plane, the guns and aid to Cuban
revolutionaries was transported.

*December 4th 1958. He carries out the purchase of the plane where the humanitarian help
and the guns will be sent in support of the Cuban Revolution. Aforementioned plane was
Douglas brand, Model Curtis C-46, serial 264, by the company Compaiifa Anénima
Agropecuaria Motilén, paying the amount of VE: 284.380,00, paid in two checks: one for the
amount of VE 190.880,00, Italo-Venezolano Bank, check No 438 signed by him, and another
check for the amount of VE 94.000,00 from First National Bank of New York for Aerovias
Venezolanas, S.A, signed by him. (Original invoice with letterhead of the company Aerovias
Venezolanas AVENSA, dated December 4th 1958, signed by the company’s comptroller A.
Pefia).

*February 4th 1959. He receives the award “CROCE ERACLIANA DI SECONDA
CLASSE, corresponding to the rank of “GRANDE UFFICIALE Dell” Ordine Imperiale
della Corona Eracliana di Constantinopoli. Signed: Prince Don Ugo. Tomassini-Paterné deo
Tomasi-Leopardi di Constantinopoli- Gran Maestro Ereditario.



*June 25th 1959. LA MEDALLA of “Eloy Alfaro” Foundation was granted to him for his
services, in the city of Panama.

*December 8th 1959. By disposition of the President of the Republic and by Resolution of the
Ministry of Defense No. M-214, dated November 17th 1959, he is informed that he has been
appointed “Second Commander of Destroyer Zulia” with category “D”. Signed by the
Manager of the Staft Directorate of the Navy General Command, Sea Captain Jests Salazar
Hidalgo.

*December 80th 1959. By disposition of the President of the Republic of Venezuela and
Resolution of the Ministry of Defense No. M-221 dated December 30th 1959, he was
informed that he has been promoted to the rank of COMMANDER. Signed by the Sea
Captain Orlando Medina Sauce, Staft Director of Navy General Command.

*May 16th 1960. By Resolution No M-79, dated May 10th 1960, he is appointed
“Commander of Destroyer Admiral Brién”, with category “C”. Signed by Sea Captain
Orlando Medina Sauce, staft Director of Navy General Command.

*QOctober 17th 1960. He becomes member of AEROCLUB CARACAS.

*QOctober 26th 1960. He receives his License as TOURISM PILOT No. 863, issued by the
Ministry of Communications. Signed by José Miguel Russian, Head of Operations of
Airworthiness and Operations Division.

*March 2nd 1960. He becomes member of Club Paraiso, according to was published on
Board No 85, as Proprietary Member. Signed by cub secretary Julio Baez Meneses.

*June 8th 1961. He is appointed “Commander of the Destroyer General José Trinidad
Moran”, with category “C”. Resolution No M-46 dated May 02nd 1961. Navy Command.
Signed by Sea Captain Tulio Pérez Rojas. Staft Director.

*July 4th 1961. He was awarded with “Orden del Libertador” with the rank Knight.
*April 30th 1962. His project of Navy Tapes, Regulation and Design was partially accepted.

*August 10th 1961. Squadron Commander Ricardo Sosa Rios, appoints him as manager to
carry out all procedures regarding Unitas II Maneuvers.

*December 19th 1962. He was part of the entourage that accompanied the President to place
the first stone on the Orinoco River Bridge and the opening of Bolivar state civil works.

*April 12th 1962. He is appointed as President of the Commission for the Navy Staft
Promotion Regulation and Closing, reclosing and Reincorporation System, and made by:
Commander Fernand Sabio Garcfa, Corvette Captain Victor Hugo Morales Monasterios and
Lieutenant David Madrid Gonzélez and Rafael Carrillo Vasquez.



*April 12th 1962. Honorary member of Fundacién La Salle.

*May 14th 1962. Presents before the Navy General Command a project for the modification
of Orden del Mérito Naval on its Second Class.

*May 15th 1962. Through Internal Resolution No 78 dated May 9th 1962, Staft Directorate
of Navy General Command, Sea Captain Director Alfredo Garcfa Landaeta, informs him that
he has been appointed as “Member of the Commission in charge of carrying out a summary
investigation to the events happened at the Mariscal Sucre Navy Infantry Battalion”, in the
city of Cartpano.

*July 11th 1962. Through a Resolution of the Ministry of Education dated June 4th 1962 he
is informed that the subjects of sciences and humanities have been acknowledged (they
appear on the Resolution) through a process of equivalences requested by him.

*May 15th 1962. Through a notification from de Navy General Staff Command Staft
Directorate, the Sea Captain Alfredo Garcia Landaeta informs him that he has been
appointed as: “Accidental Manager of the Second Section of the Navy Staft”.

*June 8th 1962. He is appointed as Special Commissioner of the Navy General Command,
through internal resolution No. 215, dated October 4th 1962.

*August 7th 1962. Navy General Commander, Rear Admiral Sosa Rios issues an internal
office identified with the No 7586, which is addressed to all Navy’s Dependences:
COMGEMAR,JUNES, JEMN, EMPS, EMSS,SEMCS, DIMA, DE,DAD, SSD,DIG,
SHD,SJT,DIPER, CONSUL JUMAR, EGN, DIMA, TEINTE, DIPN, following text is a
true copy of the original:



“FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF K OFFICERS APPROXIMATELY ON JUNE 12TH 62,
NAVY BASE COMMANDER NR ONE SENT TO EMSS A COPY OF WHAT IT
SEEMED WAS A CHECK FOR THE AMOUNT OF ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE
THOUSANDS ISSUED IN LA HABANA K CUBA K FOR CF HECTOR ABDELNOUR
MUSSA AND COPY OF WHAT IT SEEMED WAS THE REVERSE OF THE SAME
CHECK (ENDOSADO) WITH THE SIGNATURE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED
OFFICER AND THE SEAL OF FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF MIAMI K PROCESSED
THE ALLEGED COPY BY FEDERAL BANK INTERMEDIARIES OF THE UNITED
STATED OF AMERICA, I'T TURNED OUT THAT THE SIGNATURE OF ENDOSO
DID NOT MATCH ANY CHECKRING ACCOUNT K FROM THE COLONIAL TRUST
BANK, ALLEGED BANK OF ORIGIN OF THE CHECK K THAT IS NOW MERGED
WITH THE MEADOWBROOK NATIONAL BANK K THERE ARE NO HOLES IN IT
AND THE PAYMENT SEAL K THAT THE COLONIAL TRUST BANK HAS NEVER
HAD BRANCHES IN LA HABANA AND THAT THE SIGNATURE ON THE CHECK
DOES NOT MATCH THE ONE OF ANY FUNCTIONARY OF AFOREMENTIONED
BANK K CHECRKRING THE ORIGIN OF THE COPY K IT TURNED OUT THE
FOLLOWING K A HIGHER RANK OFFICER WENT TO THE NAVY PRINTING
SEARCHING FOR SOME PENDING ASSIGNMENTS K SEEING THAT ON THE
DESK OF MR. RAFAEL VASQUEZ, PERSON IN CHARGE OF AFOREMENTIONED
DEPENDENCE K THERE WERE THREE COPIES OF THE ISSUE ASKING THE
AFOREMENTION MR IF HE COULD RKREEP THEM K TO WHICH THE SAME
AGREED TO R HAVING INTERROGATED MR VASQUEZ HE SAID HE DID NOT
HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED COPIES K
AFOREMENTIONED HIGHER OFFICER RATIFIED HIS INFORMATION BEFORE
THE EMSS K THIS INVESTIGATION CONTINUES AND SHALL RELENTLESSLY
GO ON UNTIL THE FINDING OUT THE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS WITH
THE PURPOSE OF COMPLYING WITH THE LAW K WITHOUT PREJUDICE OF
THE ACTIONS BEFORE COMPETENT COURTS THAT HAVE THE RIGHT TO
PROMOTE THE AFFECTED PARTY K THIS GENERAL COMMAND IS READY K
FOLLOWING THE UNSHAREABLE CONDUCT LINE K THAT HAS BEEN DRAWN
K TO DEFEND AND GUARANTEE THE GOOD NAME OF ITS OFFICERS K
PUBLICLY VINDICATEDTHE HONOR OF THOSE K WHOSE PRESTIGE TURNS
OUT AGGRAVATED AFTER THE PERTINENT INQUIRIES K BUT ALSO IS
WILLING TO PUNISH UNTIL THE LIMIT OF THE AUTHORITY THAT FOR THIS
PURPOSE HAS ASSIGNED BY LAW THE REGULATIONS TO REQUEST
PUNISHMENT OR SANCTION BEFORE HIGHER AUTHORITIES TO THOSE WHO
DESERVE IT K IN CONSEQUENCE IT IS MADE KNOWN TO THE OFFICERS
THAT CF HECTOR ABDELNOUR MUSSA IS EXEMPT OF RESPONSIBILITY IN
THE AFOREMENTIONED INCIDENT AND THAT THE INVESTIGATIONS INFER
THAT HE HAS BEEN OBJECT OF A DEROGATORY ACTION R”



*QOctober 19th 1962. The magazine “Venezuela Grafica” owned by Cadena Capriles on its
No 576, printed by “Grabados Nacionales, C.A”, f which Mr. Ratl Acosta Rubio is
Redaction Head, plots an scandalous story where he is exposed to contempt and public
hatred, through a biased news that said that Fidel Castro had given to him US$125.000,00.
It was an scandal that transcended to communication media, in the end the Navy General
Command through Commander Sosa Rios issued an statement and denied that Sea Captain
Héctor Abdelnour was involved in this scandal, proving that it was a set up made with the
collaboration of a functionary of the Navy’s print office and representatives of the
magazine.

*QOctober 20th 1962. He request a statement to the First National Bank of Miami where the
institution attested that he did not have any account on that bank, nor that he had carried
out a deposit on that bank for the amount indicated on the magazine “Venezuela Grafica”
for US$125.000,00.

*QOctober 22nd 1962. The “First National Bank of Miami” hands out the record requested
by him, where it is shown that he did not carry out any deposit on the date nor for the
amount indicated on the Magazine “Venezuela Gréfica”, proof that was consigned before
the investigation organisms.

*September 26th 1963. Office of the Navy War School Director, where he is informed that
he has passed the Navy Staft course during the period 1961-1963, he is granted the diploma
and flag of the Navy War School.

*Qctober 14th 1963. Oftice No 19964 of Navy Command Staff Directorate, where he is
informed that the Award “ORDEN AL MERITO NAVAL” has been granted to him on its
Second Class, according to Resolution No M-0073.

*November 8th 1963. Through notification addressed to General Commander of
Venezuelans Air Forces, Colonel Francisco Miliani, the award design project “LA CINTA
AEREA” is presented.

*February 20th 1964. In Office No 5019 he is informed that he has been appointed in:
Commission under the order of the Navy Staff Third Section”, to carry out functions on the
C.0.C, as delegate of the Navy General Command.

*June 8th 1964. Resolution No 229, dated June 4th 1964 of the Ministry of Defense signed
by Cabinet Colonel Director of M.D Carlos Soto Tamayo, he is informed that he has been
declared in Commission, with the purpose of, alongside other officers of the AF, carry out a
visit ti the Joint Operations Center (C.O.C) operating in Washington, D.C. United States of
America.



*July 5th 1964. Resolution No M-97 dated July 2nd 1964, from the Navy General
Command Staft Directorate, Sea Captain Director Andrés Castro Vasquez, in which he is

informed that due to disposition of the President of the Republic he has been promoted to
the Rank of SEA CAPTAIN.

*January 22nd 1965. Resolution No M-28 dated January 19th 1965, Navy General
Command Staft Directorate, through which he is informed that due to disposition of the

President of the Republic he has been appointed “Squadron Command Operations Division
Head’p/v.

*August 5th 1966. Resolution No 1-020 dated July 20th 1966 of the Navy Command,
signed by Staff Director Sea Captain Andrés Castro Vésquez, he is informed that he has
appointed “Squadron Command Accidental Commander”. Signed by the Rear Admiral Luis
José Ramirez Aranda.

*Years 1967-1969. Carries out different positions within the Armed Forces, until Rafael
Caldera wins the elections, who passes him to availability until 1974, in civil life he works
in CANTYV from 1974 until 1979.

*Years 1970-1980. He establishes the company “Transporte Suppa” providing services to
the companies located in Puerto Cabello, among them VENEPAL.

*August 5th 1975. He work as volunteer in “Instituto de Dermatologia” Foundation,
managed by Doctor Jacinto Convit, to raise funds, he manages to make the Racetrack
through its President Dr. Eduardo Larrazébal to donate an Electronic Microscope to the
Institute.

*During the years 1975-1977 he was part of a volunteer team that contributed with the
“Criollitos de Venezuela” Organization with Dr. Del Vechio.

*In the year 1980, he moves to the United States for medical purposes where he remains for
3 years, he comes back to Venezuela and establishes a Navy Engineering Matters
Counseling company, for the construction of marine equipment and spare pairs.

He moves to Margarita Island where he lives until the year 2002 when he comes back to
Caracas and he dies in the city of Puerto Cabello that same year on August 1st.
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January 23rd 1958/EL Universal
MARCOS PEREZ JIMENEZ
REGIME IS OVERTHROWN.

January 23rd 1958, Power was
assumed by a Military Board
headed by Rear Admiral Wolfgang
Larrazdbal Ugueto



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription:

September 19th 1958/ Momento Magazine
SUNDAY 7TH COUP

The subversive Hydra only
“Subversion’s time bombs made their explosion at Sunday 7th’s dawn. But the people and
government, with tight understanding of...”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

After meeting at the presidential house, in Macuto, the Rear Admiral Larrazédbal returned to the
Capital, First he can be seen placing two fingers on his face as a “V” as indicating the victory sign.
Later, accompanied by Commander Héctor Abdelnour -seen with a machine gun- leads the placement
the vehicles shall take to march to Caracas. At the end the Rear Admiral keeps watching while Captain
Felipe S. Testamarck and Commander Abdelnour chat.



July 23rd 1958 La Esfera Newspaper

The Crisis: While the Board was debating at La Guzmania, People of Caracas took
the streets.

“Macuto, July 22nd .- (From our special representatives Rafael Villasana and Domingo Luis
Pérez).- The Government Board has called for a Cabinet meeting at the presidential house
located in this spa, early morning today. The time fixed is noon. In Caracas, people are alert,
Political Parties and other popular organizations have turned order to their militancy to fight the
schemers.

The convened Cabinet reunion fails. People from this forgotten spa steps out curiously while the
members of Cabinets arrive. There is a display of gun machines. Difterent military forces’
representatives move at the Guzmania Residence’s doors safeguarding Government members
that deliberate inside.

The Order of the Day for this Cabinet reunion — as it is said- is the consideration of a petition
told that has been presented by the schemers requesting the liquidation of the free thinking
expression, and the illegality of some political parties.

Emissaries come and go. At twelve and ten minutes arrive seven ministries and the Comptroller
of the Nation. Later on, a President Larrazédbal s assistant comes out and tells the journalist that
there will be an important announcement and that he will be addressing the Nation through
radio broadcasting.

There is anxiety among the journalists, among the correspondents from newspapers in Caracas
placed at the Littoral as well as those that have arrived to the bucolic spa after the sensational
news that constitute the transference of the Government towards Vargas Department under the
protection of the Fleet that shows its position of maintaining the liberties climate that dominates
the country.

Fifteen minutes after having arrived the seven ministries and the Comptroller, it is notified that
the Cabinet meeting will be moved to the Capital. Meanwhile, we had the opportunity of keeping
in touch with Littoral political parties leaders. A young man, from Juventud Comunista is
questioned by us and informs us that since 24 hours ago, necessary measures to defend the
Democracy have been taken. This party’s brigades have been placed on positions and are ready
to response to the treacherous attack from the schemers.

Our photograph enters “La Guzmania” Residence and captures interesting photographs. Within
the large garden, vehicles that will transport the Government members to Caracas are rapidly
placed. We had no news. We sensed that in the Cabinet reunion they were going to officially
publicize, the insurrectionists detention. They were not taken to the Littoral. Vehicles carrying
Rear Admiral Larrazabal and other Government Board’s members and ministries flew off
towards Caracas. We were right behind them to meet with people that were on the streets
expressing their decided attitude. Their resolution of giving it all to destroy those that attempted
to take us back to the days of dictatorial terror.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

September 8th 1958/El Nacional

“The Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazédbal, yesterday, addressed the Venezuelans through
Emisora Vargas chained with other radio stations in the country. He was accompanied by the
Minister of General Defense Josué Loépez Henriquez, Doctor Edgar Sanabria, Government
Board’s Member and other high official body personalities”.



From left to right:
Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour alongside Rear Admiral Larrazdbal and Fabricio Ojeda.



From left to right:
Captain Abdelnour alongside with Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazdbal
and Fabricio Ojeda



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription:

July 2nd 198/El Unzversal

Industry and Commerce would absorb 50.000 unemployed if the Trade Agreement with United States of
America was reviewed

“On the photo, two aspects of the meeting held yesterday by the Government Board with

representatives of the different national economy sectors. Above, Government Board’s members.

Below, representatives of numerous national corporations.”



Picture and Original Text’s characteristics and true transcription

Caracas: Wednesday July 2nd 1958/ EL Nacional.

“The Government Board’s President, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, presenting his
approach to representatives of economic forces in the country, yesterday afternoon at the
Presidential Palace. Next to him, appears Dr. Andrés Sucre, Minister of Public Works: Colonel
Carlos Luis Araque, Dr. Edgar Sanabria: Arturo Sosa Jr, members of the Government Board;
Dr. Héctor Santaella, Secretary of the Board and the Ministries of Agriculture and Mines,
respectively, Drs. Hernédndez Carabafo and Carlos Pérez de la Cova.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription:

July sth 1958/ Ultimas Noticias

“Pro-Venezuela” Campaign Launch

“Last night, at Ciudad Universitaria, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, President of the
Government Board, declared as launched the campaign pro-consumption of national products.
He claimed that the defense of our industry shall leads us to economic independence,
representatives of the vital forces, politics and Representative Porter. As special guest attended
the event.”



July 2nd 1958/ La Religion Newspaper

Government studies 40.000 unemployed workers problem.

“Pérez Regalado composition gives us two aspect of the important act held yesterday at six pm,
the White Palace, where the Government Board accompanied by the entire Executive Cabinet,
received the most classified representatives of our banking, industrial, trading and production
sectors, to exchange ideas about the serious looming problem that is the unemployment of more
than forty thousand workers, who shall be automatically unemployed after this month’s second
fortnight, when works stipulated during Provisional Government’s emergency plans get
paralyzed.

On the upper photograph, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal Ugueto, President of the
Government Board, when he was explaining to the distinguished visitors the motives that led
to the meeting. The other distinguished members of the Government Board can also be seen as
well as the Ministers of Promotion, Public Works and Agriculture and Farming.

On the lower photograph, on forefront, Ministers of Justice, Communications, Work, Sanitation
and Social Assistance, Finances and Internal Affairs, at the back an aspect of the visitors.”






July 8th 1958/ El Unzversal

Campaign for the National Products Consumption and Economic Development of
Venezuela was launched

“Last night, at the Aula Magna of Ciudad Universitaria and with the attendance of Wolfgang
Larrazabal, President and other Members of the Government Board, was solemnly launched the
campaign for the consumption of Venezuelan products and for the economic development of the
country, sponsored by Asociacién Pro-Venezuela. After the Orfeén Universitario opened the act
singing the musical notes of the National Hymn, the Rear Admiral Larrazidbal read an
emotional speech that was warmly applauded by the numerous public attending the event. Next,
Dr. Francisco de Venanzi, President of University Commission, Alejandro Hernandez,
President of Asociacién Pro-Venezuela and Rodolfo Quintero, for Comité Sindical Unificado;
Bruno Campanini, in representation of the Italian Colony; Eduard Riggs Miller, American, Mrs.
Leonor de Brandt, in representation of the Venezuelan woman; Héctor Rodriguez B., for the
students; Alberto Ordoéiiez, Dr. Reinaldo Cervini, Mr. Julio Montenegro Silva, Mr. Orestes Di
Giacomo and Presbyter Dr. Manuel Montaner took the word. Political leaders Dr Jévito
Villalba, Dr. Gustavo Machado and Dr. Rafael Caldera also attended. On the photographs
(upper side), the Government Board: (lower side) the numerous public that attended the event.”



June 13th 1958/ Momento Magazine

“The budget has been submitted to analysis in meetings with Ministers of the Executive
Office and Administration Directors.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 16th 1958/El Nacional

Mexico’s Ambassador presented his Credentials

Yesterday afternoon at 5 pm, at the Reception Halls of the former Palace of Miraflores, Dr.
Pedro Ferisola, Extraordinary Ambassador and Plenipotentiary Minister of the Republic of
Mexico, presented his credential card to the President of the Government Board of Venezuela,
Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, who was assisted by the Chancellor, Dr. René De Sola.
Ambassador Felisola, after presenting documents that accredit him as representative of his
country before the Government of Venezuela, he exchanged a few words with Rear Admiral and
Chancellor De Sola. Ambassador Felisola arrived to Palace accompanied by a high functionary
of the Embassy of Mexico and the instructor of Ambassadors. The President of the Board
attended accompanied by the Military House Head, Colonel Alberto Monserrate Pérez, the
Lieutenant Roosevelt Adrianza Galviz and Captain Héctor Abdelnour also from Military House.
During the ceremony, the Marching Band interpreted the hymns of Mexico and Venezuela.”



Original Text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 16th 1958/ La Religion Newspaper
His Excellency Mr. Ambassador of Mexico Presents his Credentials

“Yesterday afternoon, his Excellency Mr. Pedro Felisola, Extraordinary Ambassador and
Plenipotentiary Minister of Mexico in Venezuela presented his credentials before the President
of the Government Board, Rear Admiral Larrazdbal Ugueto, Dr. Ferisola was accompanied to
Palacio de Miraflores by the Chancellor Dr. René De Sola and the Protocol Director of Ministry
of Exterior Affairs. Graphic composition captures on the upper picture the new Ambassador of
Mexico when he is handing in to President Larrazabal the Credential Letters. In the lower
trame the distinguished diplomatic cordially chatting with Rear Admiral Larrazébal Ugueto and
Doctor De Sola.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 16th 1958/ La Esfera Newspaper

“A tuneral remembering General José Gregorio Monagas, former President of the Republic and
Liberator of Slaves in Venezuela, was formalized yesterday, at 10:30 am, at Iglesia Catedral,
having attended the Government Board and other high functionaries of national public
administration. On the photograph by Diaz appears two details of the ceremony, held for the
centenary of the death of the illustrious founding father of the Independence: above, members of
the Plural Government with the Head and Officers of the Military House and on the lower
picture, Monsignor José Rincén Bonilla and other high leaders of the Clergy, during the Holy
Sacrifice.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 24th 1958

“At 4:30 in the morning, Rear Admiral Larrazédbal abandoned Palacio Blanco between applauses
and cheers from the crowd. Everyone was satisfied with the announcement ot General Castro
Leo6n resignation.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 25th 1958/ La Religion Newspaper

Armed Forces Unit Remains Indestructible, claimed the Minister of Defense in his Speech.
“General Josué Lopez Henriquez, Minister of Defense, when reading his speech to the nation,
regarding measures adopted by the Office with the Military members implicated on the
canceled seditious coup.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 25th 1958/ La Religion Newspaper

“T'wo important aspects of the act held last night at the White Palace, during which, the
Minister of Defense, General Josué Lépez Henriquez and Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal
Ugueto, President of the Government Board, addressed the nation with speeches whose texts
we have inserted on this edition. On the upper picture, the President of the Government Board
addresses the country regarding the events from the last few days. On the lower picture,
another aspect of the Officialism that was present during the aforementioned act.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 25th 1958/ EL Nacional.

“With the presence of the Executive Cabinet and High Military Command, the President of the
Government Board, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal last night announced to the country,
broadcasted by radio stations and TV, from the Government Palace, the solution to the severe
political crisis that Venezuela has just overcome. It is time for speeches.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

July 81st 1958/El Universal
Larrazdbal inspected Dependences of the Palace

“Yesterday afternoon, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, President of the Government Board,
accompanied by Captain Miguel Banatuil, carried out a brief inspection tour throughout all
dependences of the White Palace. On the picture can be appreciated the moment when he
stopped in front of the collection office, to salute the employees cashing the payment of the first
tortnight of this month that due to certain delays in the correspondent procedures, had not yet
been paid. They said that they were expecting to cash in the rest, in other words, what is owed
to them since the 15th of the month to the last day, on the first days of August.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

On the photo can be seen Rear Admiral Woltgang Larrazabal, President of the Government
Board, when he was speaking to the journalists.



September 17th 1958/El Universal

Larrazdbal shall only be a candidate if he is launched by all parties

“Rear Admiral Larrazédbal ratified yesterday —and he did it with the identical words that he has
used many times before- that he shall only go to the next elections as a presidential candidate if
he is chosen by all political parties.

The President of the Government Party had momentarily left his office to visit other
contiguous dependences when reporters encountered him. He was asked once again for his
position before the electoral debate and repeated what he has said before:

-A lot has been said about the electoral debate- he expressed, and before the indicated matter of
my possible launch as candidate, I have to say once more that I would only accept if I am
postulated as a product of an unitary action of the parties and if I go to electoral campaign with
other candidates.

The Rear Admiral added that he believes in the possibility that if he is launched by a political
organization, such decision shall have the approval of the others.

-What do you think about what was recently stated by the URD leader Jévito Villalba?

-I think, he answered; that he has demonstrated he has a great political vision and that it is
appreciated in his words when he expresses his sincere desire of collaborating, of putting his
sand grain to the democratic movement of the country.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



September 23rd 1958/El Nacional
First Mersifrica Self-Market

“The President of the Government Board, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, launched
yesterday in the sector Barrio Simén Rodriguez, the first Mersifrica Self-Market, that has as
project a series of establishments of this type to balance, in part, the cost of living. To the selt-
market launch act attended, in addition, the Governor of the Federal District, Doctor Julio Diez,
the President of the Board appears among his assistants, Captains Miguel Benatuil and Héctor
Abdelnour, from Military House, during a tour through the facilities preceded by Doctor Carlos
Irazabal.

To extend the lowering prices of the high cost of living campaign throughout the country,
government offices and Mersifrica study the possibility of establishing a National Institute of
Markets or a Minimum Prices Institute.

The information transcended yesterday in official and private economic media, during the act
held with the purpose of launching the first Mersifrica Self-Market - installed in “Simén
Rodriguez” Urbanization- and of the first national products catalog, in cooperation with
Asociacién Pro-Venezuela, headed by Alejandro Herndndez; members of the Municipal Council
and representatives of the national production sectors.

7 or 8 Mersifrica Self-Markets shall be established in Caracas- along with free markets and
popular retail markets in a campaign to lower the high cost of living. On these self-markets,
especially supplied with national products, the costumer picks up everything by itself, obtaining
the same prices than the ones given on free markets, since there are not intermediaries, nor are
pursued any profits for Mersifrica.

During the act, the journalists were informed that the campaign against the high cost of living,
shall be taken throughout the country, through a coordinated and integral politics that shall be
approved in the first national convention of supplies. It is the purpose of the government that
Mersifrica standards and programs are adopted by state and municipal governments, even when
the broader scope project is, according to what was informed yesterday, to create a National
Institute of Markets or Prices, that would virtually nationalize Mersifrica’s functions; that is to
carry out duties of this institute on national scale.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

September 23rd 1958/ La Esfera Newspaper

The President at the Supermarket

“The Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal Ugueto, President of the Government Board,
launched yesterday noon, the first self-market promoted by Mersifrica and Asociacién Pro-
Venezuela. Surrounded by a crowd that vividly cheered him, the Provisional Government
Head went through the establishment, tried the sodas and typical snacks, signed autographs
and talked about everything, but politics. We can see him here, pleased, accompanied by his
Aides, Sea Captains Miguel Benatuil Guastini and Héctor Abdelnour, and by Doctor Carlos
Irazabal, executive director of Asoprove. He is surrounded by local people.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

September 26th 1958/ Momento Magazine
No. 115-YEAR 111-VOL X.
Caracas, Friday, September 26th 1958.

The medical questionnaire was completed by the President of the Board just like every other
donor, next to him, appears Captain Abdelnour.



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

September 27th 1958/El Independiente Newspaper
“Moments on which, our representative, Jestis Eduardo Lizarraga, was saying goodbye to
Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazédbal Ugueto, once the tests were completed. The Rear

Admiral was accompanied by Military House Officers and by the Colonel Buenaiio, director
of IN.D.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

September 27th 1958/El Nacional

Government Board Closed the Governor’s Convention yesterday.

“Speeches from the President of the Government Board, Rear Admiral Woltgang Larrazabal,
and of Governor of Zulia, Doctor Horacio Guillermo Villalobos.

. From the President: “Conclusions that have been handed in to me, shall be the Bible
during the Electoral Process”.

-“May God guide the Political Parties so they can find the man that consolidates our
Democracy and enlighten us to come out with dignity and brilliance from the current situation.”
. From the Governor: “All of us that today are governors, have accepted something that
could be our political holocaust trying to conquer the democracy that we have accepted.”

The Government Board, integrated by Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazébal, Doctor Arturo
Sosa, Colonel Pedro José Quevedo, Doctor Edgar Sanabria and Colonel Carlos Luis Araque,
presides the Governor’s Convention closing. It is time for the President Larrazébal to give his
speech to State Governors.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

September 27th 1958/El Nacional

Equestrian Team carried out exhibition in honoring Larrazdbal yesterday
“Major Pedro Tejera Marquez asks permission to start with the acts. Rear Admiral Larrazébal
presents his salutes.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

September 27th 1958/ EL Independiente Newspaper
The President at Sartenejas

“Mr. President of the Government Board, Wolfgang Larrazdbal and his entourage were
received at the doors of Club Sartenejas on a carriage. After going through some streets, he
arrived to the riding arena where the exhibition on his honor was carried out. On the
photograph appears the President accompanied by officers from Military House and Mister
Antonio Santaella and Mr. Sergio Herndndez, form the Club’s Directive Board.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

October 8rd 1958/El Nacional
Debate about Loans 1s open

Representatives of all sector heard yesterday an explanation from the Minister of Finances.
“The Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, President of the Government Board, launched the act
yesterday afternoon, at Miraflores, during which Doctor José Antonio Mayobre, Minister of
Finances, made a presentation about the loan contracting project. This opens a debate, some
sort of consultation to the national opinion, about the subject, to this meeting held yesterday
attended members of the Government Board, from the cabinets and representatives of economic
and journalistic sectors. It was said yesterday, that next week there shall be held a new meeting
and then the representatives of aforementioned sectors shall say to the government the opinion
they have about the loan project.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

October 4th 1958/ La Religion

Loan request project was subjected to public opinion

The President of Government Board, Rear Admiral Woltgang Larrazabal chaired yesterday
afternoon at the White Palace, the act in which the Minister of Finances, Dr. José Antonio
Mayobre, presented before representatives of difterent economic circles of the country, industry,
banking and trading areas, representatives of political parties and press, the fiscal situation and
the alternative of requesting a foreign loan.



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

October 3rd 1958/ La Esfera Newspaper

Government Board started Debate about Loan with Opinion Sectors Representatives
“President Larrazabal and other members of Collegiate Executive, yesterday when the debate
about the loan project started.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



October 3rd 1958/ El Independiente Newspaper

Government informed Vital Forces of the Country about Fiscal Situation

“Yesterday at 5 pm, was held at the White Palace, a private meeting of the Government Board
and the Executive Cabinet with representatives from all economic and political sectors of the
country, to discuss about the current fiscal situation of Venezuela and the necessity of carrying
out the loan that the Government plans to contract.

The meeting, where Directors of all newspapers from Caracas and the country were invited,
started at 5 pm and ended about 7 pm, but the issues discussed in it have been absolutely
reserved. The only information that transcended about the important meeting was that a new
discussion about the 289 million loan that the Government plans to contract to reconvene the
voluminous debt left by the dictatorship was proposed.

MAYOBRE ANNOUNCES

The Minister of Finances, Dr. José Antonio Mayobre, was interviewed shortly after ending the
meeting and announces that the Economy Council, the Federation of Chambers a leaders of
Political Parties were convened, to informed them about the current fiscal situation about the
country.

The Minister was asked if the original criteria of the government regarding the loan
contracting had changed, to which Minister Mayobre responded that the government maintains
its position.

The Minister of Finances, Dr. José Antonio Mayobre, along with the Government Board,
presents before economic and politic sectors representatives, the new judgement elements that
proved the necessity of contracting the foreign loan of US$ 289 million that dominates the
country.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

October 27th 1958/El Nacional

“Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal Ugueto salutes the crowd from the presidential balcony. A
thundering salute of applauses awarded his entry to the National Hippodrome, where he
attended to watch, dressed as civilian and as good equestrian fanatic, the Simén Bolivar Classic.
Later on, at the winner’s paddock, he would deliver the trophy to the winner horse’s
proprietary. For the second time in the national turf history -and both by Rear Admiral
Larrazébal- a president goes to the paddock to publicly hands in a trophy.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

October 15th 1958/ Ultimas Noticias

National Popular Housing Program was presented by its Autor Eugenio Mendoza
“Moments on which Mr. Eugenio Mendoza, President of “Fundacién de la Vivienda Popular”
was reading the basis and purposes intended by the Institution, to solve the housing problem
in Venezuela. Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, President of the Government Board, Dr.
Edgar Sanabria and Dr. Arturo Sosa, Colonel José Quevedo and Colonel Carlos Luis Araque,
members of the Board as well as other distinguished personalities attended the act.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



October 27th 1958/ EL Universal
Helicoid Works First Stone Blessing

“Monsignor Rincén Bonilla, imposes the blessing to the foundation that shall serve as base to
the monumental helicoid that is being constructed in Roca Tarpeya before the presence of Rear
Admiral Larrazabal and distinguished personalities from commerce, industry and banking
sectors.

On the lower picture, Rear Admiral Larrazébal, asks questions regarding the Helicoid’s
tunctioning for which is currently under studies the construction of a heliport.

CARACAS, October. (Innac)

Yesterday at 11:00 am, the act where the first stone of the helicoid construction in Roca
Tarpeya was blessed was carried out, where Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazédbal, President of
the Government Board attended, the liturgical celebration was officiated by Monsignor Rincén
Bonilla, Deputy Bishop of the Archdiocese of Caracas.

The President of the Government Board, was accompanied by his entourage and toured around
the preliminary facilities for the works construction while Dr. Jorge Romero Gutiérrez,
President of the company and architect of the works, explained the functioning and dimensions
of the helicoid, as well as the methods for its construction.

They also said, the total construction works shall take an estimated of two years with 80 million
bolivars cost.

It shall have a commerce capacity of 300 establishment, on top of it shall work attractions and
mechanic games. In addition it shall have a parking lot for one thousand vehicles for employees
and the same capacity on the ramps for customers.

The branch aimed to jewelries has already been completed and regarding commercial places,
from different dimensions shall be sold through horizontal property system.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



October 27th 1958/ La Esfera Newspaper
The President attended the Helicoid’s Foundation Operation

“On the photograph, the President Larrazabal, when he was listening to the explanations given
by the engineer Jorge Romero Gutiérrez about the works that have been carrying out in the
Helicoid of Roca Tarpeya. He was surrounded by First Inter-American Congress of the
Construction Industry and the Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour, from Palace’s Military House.
The first official act of the I Inter-American Congress of Construction Industry, is currently
being held in this Capital, was the attendance of President Larrazabal to the foundation casting
of the Helicoid in Roca Tarpeya, that, as it is well known, is currently under construction by a
Venezuelan constructing companies consortium.

The President of the Government Board arrived to the aforementioned place at eleven thirty in
the morning, accompanied by Doctor Héctor Santaella, Collegiate Executive Secretary and by
his Aiders, Lieutenant Colonel Roosevelt Adrianza Galvis and Sea Captain Hector Abdelnour,
as well as directive of the construction industry in the country, he went through every single
one of the different facilities of the helicoid, which is, as it is well known, being constructed by
Venezuelan consolidated companies whose shared capital is 18 million bolivars. In addition, the
President received the salute from the people living in the surrounding areas of the helicoid,
who presented to him the problems in their communities and at the same time proposed
solutions.

On his part, the engineer Jorge Romero Gutiérrez, in his character of Representative of the
constructing consortium that of the helicoid in Roca Tarpeya explained to the President
Larrazabal the different aspects of the referred work and the importance that it shall have on
the economic life in the central region of the country.



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

October 27th 1958/ El Independiente Newspaper

Helicoid of Roca Tarpeya’s Final Stage Has Started

“With the assistance of Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazdbal Ugueto, President of Government
Board, was started the final stage, made of concrete, of the Helicoid of Roca Tarpeya. The
engineer Jorge Romero Gutiérrez, President of the Constructing Company, received the
President and his entourage and explained to them the functioning of the extraordinary work, of
which the armed concrete initialization was a special act of the Inter-American Congress of
Construction. On the graphics, several aspects of the act.”



Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazébal, President of the Republic, by his side, Captain Abdelnour
during the presentation being made by engineer Jorge Romero Gutiérrez of the works being
under construction in the Helicoid.



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



October 30th 1958/La Esfera Newspaper

Government Board chaired Reopening Act of Fermin Toro High School

“Yesterday was reopened “Fermin Toro” High School that had been closed during the
overthrown dictatorship, for the frankly democratic and hostile to the regime attitude of'its
students. The ceremony was attended by the Government Board and the Minister of Education,
Doctor Rafael Pizani who appear in the graphic taken during the referred ceremony.

All over the world, there are teaching institutions that due to sentimental reasons have stayed
on the heart and mind of people and have contributed with their acts to create the bright pages
of the history of people.

This is the case of Fermin Toro High School, one of the oldest in the country, defender of the
democratic ways and victim in several occasions of persecutions by governments enemy of the
human rights.

Every Venezuelan knows about the trajectory of Fermin Toro High School and the brave acting
of its leaders and students, who in different occasions have decisively collaborated with their
defiance, before abnormal situations that have been lived by the nation.

After its closure by the Government of Pérez Jiménez, Fermin Toro High School opens its
classrooms again with the freedom spirit they have always had and that constant desire of
leading the youth through the clear and open paths of intelligence.

The opening ceremony was held in the auditorium of the aforementioned high school, and was
attended by Government Board members, Universities representatives and other teaching
entities, outstanding political, intellectual and social personalities.

The ceremony was also attended by a numerous crowd, several people close to the institution
gave speeches, who referred to the trajectory of the High School and reiterated before the
Government Board their confidence in the swift return of the constitutional standards.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

November 1st 1958/ Elite Magazine
The White Palace on the inside

“The telephone operator, Ivan Rodriguez, standing, is the kid of the White House. He receives
instructions from Captain Abdelnour.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



Solemne Te Deum at the S.I Catedral on the occasion of
Pope John XXIII Coronation

“The graphic composition captures several aspects of the Solemn Ceremony. Above, on the left,
the Government Board in full, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal Ugueto, Dr. Edgar Sanabria
and Dr. Arturo Sosa, Colonel Quevedo and Colonel Araque and Dr. Santaella. On the right, his
Excellency, Dr. Rafael Arias Blanco, Bishop of Caracas, during the Blessing with the Holy
Sacrament. Below, left. His Excellency Sr. Ramén I Lizardi. Deputy Bishop of Caracas, at the
sacred cathedral; in the center, the Diplomatic Body and on the right his Excellency Mr.
Apostolic Nuncio chairing the ceremony. After announcing the DECREE OF HIS
EXCELLENCY MR. ARCHBISHOP, on Tuesday. November 4th, at 11 am, at the Holy
Metropolitan Church was sung a Solemn Te-Deum thanking the Almighty for having granted to
the Catholic Church a new Supreme Pontiff, Pope John XXIII, solemnly crowned yesterday in
Rome, at the Vatican Basilica. His Excellency Archbishop of Caracas chaired the ceremony,
assisted by the Venerable Mr. Dean and Metropolitan Town Hall. Also attended the Presbyter
his Excellency Apostolic Nuncio and his Secretary his Excellency Dr. Ramén 1. Lizardi, Deputy
Bishop of Caracas, Dr. Manuel A; Pacheco General Pro-Vicar of Archdiocese; Monsignor J.M.
Pellin, Archdeacon, National Adviser of Catholic action Men; Mr. Dr. Luis E. Henriquez, Mr. Dr.
J.M Pibernat, Mr. Dr. Hortensio Carrillo, Mr. Dr. Alejandro Rodriguez, Mr. Dr. Franscisco de
Paula Castillo, Mr. Dr. A. Maldonado, among many other Prelates and priests from the Secular
and Regular clergy that accompanied his Excellency Mr. Archbishop in such great solemnity.

On a place of honor, along the Presbyter, attended the Rear Admiral Woltgang Larrazabal,
President of the Government Board, and other members of the same Board, The Honorable
Diplomatic Body accredited in the country and a nurtured representation of the civic and military
powers from the diftferent spheres of the Government. The Cathedral temple, profusely lighted,
had the aspect of a great holy day. An enormous representation of the religious communities of
the city, pious associations, Catholic Collegiate, Catholic Association and an overwhelming crowd
of believers filled the spacious lateral galleries, since long before the important ceremony started.
It filled the Sacred Cathedral, with great eloquence and harmony.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

Page 38/ Information body
November 5th 1958/El Nacional

Te Deum for the Pope’s Coronation

“With the attendance of the Government Board chaired by Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal
Ugueto, yesterday, was carried out at the Cathedral, the solemn Te Deum with the occasion of
the Pope’s Coronation.

The photographs show several aspects of the ceremony.

In one of the graphics, the Archbishop of Caracas, is carrying out the ceremony; next the
Government Board and part of the public, and at last a group of scholars accompanied by a
sister of the Charity arrive to the Cathedral.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

November 5th 1958/EL Universal, page 10.
Te Deum for the Pope John XXIIT

“At the Metropolitan Cathedral Church, was carried out yesterday morning a solemn Te Deum
officiated by the Archbishop of Caracas, Monsignor Rafael Arias Blanco, with the occasion of the
coronation celebrated yesterday at the Saint Peter Basilica, in Rome, of his Holiness John XXIII.
This celebration was attended by the Holy See’s Nuncio, Monsignor Rafaello Forni, the entire
Government Board, with some members of the Executive Cabinet, representatives from the
Judicial Power and the Armed Forces, members of the Diplomatic Body, representation of Catholic
Action, congregations and religious colleges. The upper photo taken by Messuti captures the
moment when Monsignor Arias is imparting the blessing with the Holy Sacrament. Below,
members of the Government Board.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

November 15th 1958/ Elite Magazine

“TOAST: The President of the Government Board and Dr. Sanabria, Colonel Pacheco Vivas,
Captain Abdelnour and other officers of the Armed Institution, appear on the graphic in the moment
ofatoast with the occasion of the Twentieth anniversary of the Military Transportation Service.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



It has a New Face
The National Stadium was sumptuously re-inaugurated

The Traditional Field Looks like on Its Best Era

“Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazébal Ugueto, President of the Government Board, last night
declared officially re-inaugurated the National Stadium of El Paraiso. On the graphic appears in

the moment when he cut the ribbon places at the entry of the main door of the rejuvenated sport
field.

Last night, after nine, the symbolic band that was placed at the doors of the renewed sport field of
El Paraiso was cut by Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal Ugueto, President of the Government
Board. With this act, this old national sport compound was declared officially inaugurated, today
rejuvenated and gifted with the most powerful systems in physical culture matters.

An extensive and variated sport program was prepared beforehand for the celebration of such
Important event.

Athletes from different times gathered at the field, brightening the event with the efforts, which
made it more emotional and special.

Our maximum South American champion athletes in different specialties received a standing
ovation for a large crowd that attended the event to witness the abilities of the sport veterans and
also to measure the conditions of the younger athletes that shall defend our home colors in the
next Central-American and Caribbean Sport Games.

Veterans from Loyola and Los Dos Caminos portrayed two rounds of soccer, remembering those
good old times when they were the leaders of this kind of competence.

Our first ruler, with the applauses of the public, walked around all facilities and dependences that
had been added to the traditional stadium, where our most classified representatives within
sports in general have passed.

The transformation made to the campus is such that every single visitor did not hesitate in
saying that it was a great work of reconditioning in such a brilliant way.
Without a doubt the National Stadium of El Paraiso was dressed to a ball last night.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

November 15th 1958/El Universal

Sanabria and Larrazdbal ratified their faith on Democratic Institutions

“The President of the Government Board, Dr. Edgar Sanabria, reading his speech with the
occasion of taking on the National First Seat.

Before the Board, civil and military personalities, the outgoing president, Rear Admiral
Larrazabal, makes a calm and exciting presentation regarding his separation from office and to the
tore coming electoral contest.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription



October 1958
BOHEMIA in Venezuela
THAT DAWN OF ANGUISH AND BLOOD

By Juan Vene (correspondent in Venezuela)

“The people and Armed Forces of Venezuela crushed this Sunday, September 7th the second
attempted military coup in forty five days. Last July 23rd, General Jestis Maria Castro Leén
started a movement from his position, as Ministry of National Defense, to overthrow the
Government Board. Lieutenant Colonel Hely Mendoza Méndez and Lieutenant Colonel Juan de
Dios Moncada Vidal appear as main leaders of the new insurrection, who were expelled from the
country due to the events of July, but who managed to clandestinely return, traveling from
Curazao —about six hours- on a boat to (...)

The President of the Government Board, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, speaks to the
nation. On the left, sitting, Dr. Edgar Sanabria, Member of the Board, standing, to the left of the
Rear Admiral, Colonel Araque; the Secretary, Dr. Héctor Santaella and the Minister of Detense;
General Josué Lopez Henriquez. The other two military officers, standing on his right, are
aiders.



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription
Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa receives the award
“ORDEN FRANCISCO DE MIRANDA”

Second class from the Minister of Internal Affairs, 1958



Diploma awarding act to “EL DESTRUCTOR NUEVA ESPARTA” staff

Corvette Captain Francisco Cardier Rodriguez, in the center, on behalf of the Commander of
Destructor Nueva Esparta hands out diplomas to the crew, on his left appears Corvette Captain
Héctor Abdelnour who is the Second Commander of Destructor Zulia and on his right appears
Lieutenant Gustavo Baudet.






Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa sitting in the center alongside with other officers.

Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa saluting “Destructor Zulia” personnel.



Captain Abdelnour Mussa accompanied by Army Commander Juan Torrealba Morales and his
fellow officers Pablo Cohén Guerrero, Gonzalez Madrid and other officers.

Captain Abdelnour can be seen in the center, with glasses along with a group of officers.



Navy Commander Juan Torrealba Morales, Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour and an officer visiting
the Army General Command.

Sea Captain Abdelnour Mussa during an official act of the Army.



President Wolfgang Larrazdbal accompanied by Dr. Edgar Sanabria and the members of
Military House receiving the welcome salute during their visit to military facilities.



President Wolfgang Larrazdbal and Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour and
other members of the Board at their arrival at Club Sartenejas



Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazdbal and Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour/ July 5th 1958



Cabinet meeting chaired by Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal. Accompanied by members of
Military House and the Cabinet. 1958



Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa alongside his Staff course partners. Year 1963.



Act held at Military Circle of Armed Forces during the Navy Merit Order award granted to the
former Navy Aggregated of the North American Embassy, Sea Captain Robert E. Hues.



President Wolfgang Larrazabal along with his
team, donating blood at the Blood Bank



Government Board members’ visit to SIDOR facilities in Ciudad Guayana.















TE DEUM Cathedral Caracas at Pope John XXIII’s Coronation.






Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazdbal along with the Military House during Licentiates in
Infirmary’s graduation.

Mrs. Mercedes Pelaez, wife of Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazdbal.



Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal during a protocol act with
the Diplomatic Body in Miraflores.



Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal and Dr. Edgar Sanabria.



Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour at the Army offices.



Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour receives award from the President of the Board Dr. Edgar
Sanabria along with other members of the Board.

Sea Captain Miguel Rodriguez Olivares, Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour (center) and a Minister
from the Cabinet.



Sea Captain Miguel Rodriguez Olivares along with Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour



VISIT OF
COMMANDER FIDEL
CASTRO TO
VENEZUELA IN 1959



Fidel Castro’s arrival to Maiquetia/ EL Universal, page forty two/
Sunday January 25th 1959



Photograph dedicated to Captain Héctor Abdelnour by Captain Luis Orlando Rodriguez.
Director of Radio Rebelde from Sierra Maestra.



Life Magazine in Spanish cover/February 23rd 1959.



January 23rd 1958

Commander Fidel Castro disembarking from plane of Airline Aeropostal Venezolana. On the

airplane staircase can be seen Dr. Luis Beltran Figueroa, Dr. Jovito Villalba and Sea Captain
Héctor Abdelnour.



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

FIDEIL CASTRO’S ARRIVAL

“Yesterday, after one pm, the rebel leader Dr. Fidel Castro arrived to international airport
Maiquetia, on board of'a LAV constellation. A crowd of more than one hundred thousand people
awaited for his arrival to Venezuela, The leader salutes the crowd. Next to him appear Dr. Luis
Beltran Prieto Figueroa, Rear Admiral Woltgang Larrazdbal and Dr. Jévito Villalba.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

January 25th 1959/ Ultimas Noticias
“Fidel Castro, the university graduated, at the Alma Mater closed by the dictatorship, because it
spoke of freedom. Today, our University is a democratic symbol in Venezuela.”



Picture and Original text’s characteristics and true transcription

January 25th 1959/ La Esfera Newspaper

Fidel Castro rested at Humboldt

“The great Cuban revolutionary leader, Dr. Fidel Castro, spent the night before yesterday at the
“Humboldt” hotel, according to information from one of his next of kin. Castro wanted to rest a
little bit from the intense work that he has had this days and be away from the harassment of
his admirers, especially ladies requesting his autograph with marked insistence.

The informant added that Fidel Castro was accompanied at the Hotel “Humboldt” by
Commander Calixto Garcia, Mrs. Celia Sanchez and Ernesto Otero, Venezuelan Navy Captain
designated as his assistant and the journalist Mario Cuchilan, from “Prensa Libre” newspaper’s
redaction from La Habana.



Original text’s characteristics and true transcription:



January 10th 1959/El Universal

Venezuelan Servicemen Would Reorganize New Armed Forces in Cuba

“LA HABANA, January 9th (Special Envoys Gumersindo Villasana and Rafael Marmol).- Cuba
shall be advised by Venezuelans during the restructuration of its Army and it was said that they
would seek advice from Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal Ugueto, who is awaited in La Habana
from one moment to another.

A well informed source assured that, given the friendship between Dr. Manuel Urrutia Lle6 and
Rear Admiral Larrazabal Ugueto, besides the great cooperation that the Revolutionary movement
provided to Venezuela, conversations have started so the former President of the Venezuelan
Government Board advises Cubans in forming a new Army.

Venezuelan Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour, from Military House is currently in La Habana, and it
is said that he came to Cuba invited by the government of Dr. Urrutia to discuss subjects about
Army reorganization plans and it is expected that soon, before departing for Chile, Rear Admiral
Larrazébal shall visit La Habana for consultation on the matter.

Our informant added that the plans are to send different groups of those young combatants that
stood out during Revolution that was a guerrilla warfare, to urgently attend classes in Military
Academies from nations throughout the Continent and in particular a big group shall go to
Venezuela, Peru and Argentina.

It is thought, that they could be ready to come back to Cuba, with diplomas and new uniforms, in
addition of the new military principles in a period of time between eight to ten months.
Regarding the Air Forces, where Cuba faces a serious problem as it is its police forces, so the
institution is not lost, it is planned to select a group of those who are not involved with bombing
acts, nor of loyalty to Batista, so they can remain on the force and to prepare in American
Academies those young men that could be aviators in one year.”






January 18th 1958/ El Pregén Newspaper
ON THE ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE:
FIDEL’S BOLIVAR BATTALION, SHALL COME TO CARACAS

“Unconceivable thing, Miguel Otero Silva came back serious from La Habana. He spent the last
four days on a vacation tour in the North, in the Revolutionary capital. He talked with Urrutia,
with Fidel, with “Che” Guevara, with the captains of Revolution, with old friends. But he came
back serious: Why, Miguel?

-Impressed with the discipline, the responsibility and the order of the rebel troops that occupied
La Habana. Bearded farmers, rough soldiers, fierce Revolutionaries, they were behaving as
children...Something impressive...

He swiftly outlines the situation in Cuba, seen with a keen political view of an expert observer:
Fidel has absolute, majoritarian, complete support from all sectors. The Urrutia-Fidel bundle
capitalizes all political forces of Cuba. There could be dissidents, but in such an insignificant
minority that they shall not be taken into account.

-And the executions, Miguel?

Personally, I make known, by temper, I do not like executions...But the ones carried out in
Cuba are perfectly reasonable. Batista sacrificed around 20.000 Cubans in the streets, in jails, in
combat in the last bombing... Thousands and thousands of Cubans have been affected by
barbarism. Rebels have revenged Cuba, executing around 300 men. Batista’s leaders, murderers,
police ofticers, torturers. I do not believe there should be such a scandal...

And to end the interview —better called the swift and sharp comment of an expert journalist, he
dropped the news:

-Fidel will not come to the assumption of office... But he will send on his behalf the Bolivar
Battalion, entire, with his soldiers and captains, smelling like Revolution and gunpowder...

-Will they come shaved, Miguel?

-Nooo they won’t! With their beards and everything.... And it’s gone.”



Visit of Commander Fidel Castro to Universidad Central. Accompanied by Dr. Luis Orlando
Rodriguez, Ministry of Government of La Habana, Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, President
of Venezuela, Dr. Rafael Gallegos Ortiz, Director of Culture of UCV, Francisco de Venanzi, JL
Bastardo and Ismael Puerta.



President Wolfgang Larrazdbal and Commander Fidel Castro



Commander Fidel Castro and Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour



Commander Fidel Castro arriving to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour’s house.



Captain Abdelnour’s
wife, Flora Velazco,
his sister Socorro de
Baumester and some
nephews.

Florita Abdelnour.
Captain
Abdelnour’s oldest
daughter.

Captain Abdelnour’s
sister-in-law, Alicia
Péez.

Commander Fidel Castro having lunch at Sea Captain
Abdelnour’s house



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

“The leader of Cuban Revolution, Fidel Castro Ruz, was received last night, at the Embassy of
Cuba, Dr. Jovito Villalba Gutiérrez, maximum leader of Unién Republicana Democratica with
whom he held a private meeting. It was almost at the end of an intense day of activities and a
tew hours before travelling, straight to La Habana, on a Venezuelan airplane.”



January 27th 1959/El Nacional
What Fidel Castro did yesterday
HE HAD A MEETING WITH THE TWO REAR ADMIRALS LARRAZABAL

+He received Pablo Neruda, Gustavo Machado, Jovito Villalba and Union

Patriética Dominicana.
+HE PUT A CROWN AT PLAZA BOLIVAR

“At the headquarters of the Cuban Embassy, the leader of the Cuban
Revolution, Dr. Fidel Castro, received several visits.

The first to arrive at the Embassy was Dr. Gustavo Machado, Secretary General of Venezuelan
Communist Party, who said that their interview had no point in particular, and that only with the
purpose of chatting with Fidel was the problems that Cuba and Venezuela are going through.

-I am also interested in knowing the details of the Cuban Revolution,- he added- as well as the
participation of my Cuban comrades in it

Later, Unién Patriética Dominicana delegations arrived, integrated by Mr. Francisco Castellanos,
secretary general of aforementioned organism; Dr. Francisco Ocanto, Mr. José Horacio Rodriguez;
Mr. Reinaldo Santiago; Mr. Poncio Pau; Mr. Acilio Grilléon and Mr. Juan M. Diaz, President of
Unién Patriética in the United States of America.



January 24th 1959/La Razén, FIDEL CASTRO AT “EL SILENCIO”



January 25th 1959/El Universal
The Students have Always been the Most Ardent Defenders of Freedom



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959/El Universal
Vibrant Speech of Cuban Hero

Honor Hosts of Caracas, Fidel Castro and his Colleagues, in Solemn Act of the Council
“Yesterday, at the Municipal Council: upper side, center, its President, Mr. Ratl Diaz Legérburu
and Dr. Fidel Castro; on the left Dr. Luis Orlando Rodriguez, Ministry of Cuba Government and
the First Council Vice-president, Dr. Eduardo Tamayo Gascue; on the right: his Excellency
Ambassador of Cuba. Lower Picture: The President of the Council hands in to Fidel Castro the
scroll containing the Accords that declare him Honor Host of the City of Caracas.”



Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa along with Dr. Luis Orlando Rodriguez , Ministry of
Government of La Habana and representatives of the Municipal Council of Caracas.



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959/ El Nacional
Fidel Castro Visited the Government Board

“The maximum leader of the Cuban Revolution, Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, carried out yesterday
afternoon, after 5 pm, a courtesy visit to the President in Charge of the Board, Colonel Pedro
José Quevedo and Sea Captain Miguel J. Rodriguez Olivares, also Member of the Board. And
with them he interacted for a while. Also attended the interview the Ambassador of Cuba in
Venezuela, Dr. Francisco Pi Vidal; Military House Leader, Lieutenant German Pefla Arreaza;
Ministry of Government of Cuba, Luis Orlando Rodriguez, Major Oscar Montilla

Carrey6 and Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour.”



January 29th 1959/ EL Universal

At the Embassy of Cuba

RECEPTION ON FIDEL

CASTRO’S HONOR

“His Excellency Mr. Ambassador of Cuba in
Venezuela and Mrs. De Pividal offered, Saturday
night, at the headquarters of the Embassy, in
Colinas de Bello Monte, a reception honoring the
leader of the July 26th Movement, Dr. Fidel
Castro, who is currently visiting our country.

The act was attended by representatives of political circles, military and social officers, being
present a great number of people from the Cuban colony, who attended to personally
congratulate the hero of the Revolution... From the moment he appeared at the main hall of the
beautiful residence, Fidel Castro saw himself dragged by a crowd of admirers that made it
impossible for him to carry out the press conference that had been previously announced. Later,
the July 26th leader retreated himself to another dependence of the Embassy, where he
exchanged impressions for more than an hour with a great number of journalists from
Venezuela, Cuba and from other countries, confirming during his statement the highly
democratic spirit that has guided him in all his actions.

The graphic composition shows on the left Dr. Fidel Castro accompanied by rear Admiral
Wolfgang Larrazabal Ugueto. On the right, his Excellency Mr. Ambassador of Cuba and Mrs.
De Pi Vidal, accompanied by his Excellency Mr. Ambassador of Cuba in England and Mrs. De
Rojas, when the Embassy doors received numerous guests.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959/El Nacional

“The Ministry of Government of Cuba and Fidel Castro’s Military Aiders sat at the Council
along with the high district functionaries and councilors. In the background and on the right
they can be seen with their uniform, identical to the one they used in Sierra Maestra.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959/El Nacional

“During the solemn session that the Municipal Council carried out to declare Fidel Castro as
“Honor Host of Caracas “, he is shown when he was congratulating Dr. Celso Fortoul, who
read the order speech. In the middle of them can be seen the president of the Town Hall, Dr.
Rautl Diaz Legérburu.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959/ La Esfera Newspaper/page 14/No 11.412

“This was El Silencio on January 23rd. The most impressive crowd ever seen congregated here, to
hear the words of the Cuban leader, Fidel Castro, current host of the Venezuelan people. All
Venezuelans, without distinction of social status or political believes, turned to El Silencio to hear
the simple, but significant words from the Hero of the Cuban Revolution: Fidel Castro.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription

January 25th 1959/La Esfera Newspaper/page 14/No. 11.412

“Venezuelan people, in a generosity demonstration, with the same feeling of the Cuban people,
throw themselves towards the plane’s exit gate, to pull Fidel Castro out and carry him on
shoulders...”



January 25th 1959/El Nacional
Fidel Castro was moved with Welcoming in Maiquetia

“The graphic sequence from our colleague Dimas Ibarra, captures several moments, where the
joy and fervor of people since first time in the morning of January 23rd, who waited on the
landing field of International Airport Maiquetia, to wait for the arrival of the Rebel leader Fidel
Castro. The first graphic shows that the arrival of the Cuban Revolution leader was witnessed
by a human contingent, never seen in any other occasion at the Littoral, the second one presents
us a Fidel Castro surrounded by admirers and watched by his “Bearded men” grasping their
rifles. Later, the young Revolutionary when the excitement overwhelms him for the welcoming
he has received by the Venezuelans, hoisting in gallant manner, the Venezuelan flag as a
tfriendship symbol towards the homeland that aided him in his fight. In another picture the
procession that awaited him, carrying Venezuela and Cuba flags. Another one picks Dr. Fidel
Castro in moments where he started the trip to Caracas, in a car in which is impossible to
physically move due to the crowd avalanche. Sierra Maestra Bearded Men also had the
admiration of Venezuelan men as it can be seen on the graphics where they are asked for details
about the episodes lived by them. Among these Bearded Men there is a combatant woman who
is admired by our Venezuelan women, since it was impossible not to mention it, because it is
exactly one year of our dictatorship overthrown, there were also allusions to Dowel Woltgang
Larrazabal, calm as usual, awaits the arrival of Fidel, following the events through a portable
radio, on the last one, the man that grabbed the attention of the entire Venezuela, surrounded
by the crowd, grasping the machine gun for which he has a great deal of affection.”



January 25th 1959/La Esfera Newspaper
“Rear Admiral Wolfgang, accompanied by the URD leader, Dr. J6vito Villalba. Went to

Maiquetia to welcome Fidel Castro. On the picture, appears Jovito with the Cuban Revolution
Hero.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:



January 25th 1959/La Razén Newspaper

“This page graphic notes gather several aspects of visit from Cuban Revolution leader, Fidel
Castro to the White Palace. Above, left Fidel Castro and his Ministry of Government and War,
Luis Orlando Rodriguez, talk to Colonel Pedro José Quevedo of the Government Board. Above,
right: Fidel Castro tours around the Palace hall surrounded by functionaries and journalists. A
Cuban journalist opens the path for him. Center, left: Hundreds of people approach the White
Palace doors to salute Cuba’s Revolutionary leader. Right: Fidel Castro pays attention to the
question asked by an American journalist. The answer was evasive. Below: The Revolutionary
man finds a predicament when trying to pierce through the human wall standing outside the
White Palace waiting for the Guerrilla to give him homage applauses and aftection. Yesterday,
thousands of people followed Fidel Castro’s steps and in every opportunity that the Cuban
Revolution leader showed himself to the public he received an admiration tribute.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

At the Aula Magna of Universidad Central, Dr. Fidel Castro is symbolically awarded with the
freedom beret. A young woman from Orfeén Universitario puts the beret on the
Revolutionary leader’s head.



January 25th 1959/El Independiente Newspaper
Doctor’s Heroic Figure Recerves Today the University’s Homage”

“In an important and solemn act carried out yesterday at 2:45 in the afternoon at the Aula
Magna of Ciudad Universitaria, the Cuban Revolution Rebel Leader, Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz was
received by the university students and authorities of the first educational center of the country.
The Aula Magna was insufficient to host the enormous crowd that attended the university
compound to cheer the Batista’s dictatorship resistance leader.

When Dr. Fidel Castro entered the Aula Magna’s presidium, he was welcomed with nurtured
applauses that prolonged for five minutes.

This important act was attended by the poet Pablo Neruda and his missis; Luis Orlando
Rodriguez, Dr. Rafael Gallegos Ortiz, Director of University Culture; Miss Cecilia Sanchez;
Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazédbal; Dr. Francisco de Venanzi; Dr. J L Salcedo Bastardo; Ismael
Puerta Flores. Rector, Vice Rector and Secretary respectively, of Universidad Central de
Venezuela; Dr. Francisco Pividal; Mr. Gaston Carvallo; Dr. Marcelino Madriz: Sr. Rinaldo
Gintiago: Captain Enrique Jiménez; Captain Héctor Abdelnour; Deans from difterent Faculties
of the University; members of the F.C.U; of the FF.U; professors, students and public in general.
Dr. Francisco De Venanzi, Rector of Universidad Central, addressed the public with eloquent
and heartfelt words.

-The University is pleased to salute —said the Rector- the heroic figure of Fidel Castro. He is a
man of thoughts and action, virtues that combine for a profound love to freedom. He currently
gathers all admiration and consideration of Cuban people. Venezuela pays a justice tribute to the
gallant figure of Dr. Castro.

The Rector explained that during Batista overthrow, professors and students turned to the
Capital streets to celebrate the dictatorship overthrow of the Cuba’s murderer.

-The University is solidary- he continued- with the oppressed people of the Earth, and in
particular with Latin-American people. We cry today for the Mother Land’s freedom, affected
today by Franco’s dictatorship.

Doctor De Venanzi announced that tomorrow night the Venezuelan Committee for the
Liberation of Santo Domingo, and asked all Venezuelans to economically help to undertake such
a magnificent crusade.

Later, the Rector referred to the generation of 1928, when we were living a dictatorship similar
to the Pérez Jiménez’s: “Back then —he added- there were bearded men with berets just like you,
from “July 26th” liberation movement; but sadly Venezuelans from the 28th did not succeed”.
Upon Rector’s request, a young girl from Orfeén Universitario impose a beret to Fidel Castro
in symbolic acknowledgement to his democracy fighter personality.



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959/ Independent Journal

“Surrounded by institutional officers of the Venezuela’s democratic army, arrived “the Lighting
of Sierra Maestra”, who seems overwhelmed by the welcoming given by the people gathered in
El Silencio. He would be taken afterwards on shoulders to the presidium, in a celebration that
had never been registered in our history before.”



January 25th 1959
La Razon Newspaper- Tribute to Fidel Castro at Aula Magna

Tribute to Fidel Castro in Aula Magna



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959
La Esfera Newspaper

“University Rector, Dr. Francisco de Venanzi, Fidel Castro, Rear Admiral and other
outstanding personalities, when the act in the Aula Magna was about to start, which was
aimed to set a collective plan against dictatorial regimes.”



January 25th 1959/La ReligionThe

Cuban Leader at “23 de Enero”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

No. 5535, Year XVI, Caracas, Monday January 26th 1959
Elected President talked to Fidel Castro
“Ambassador Pividal was the only witness of the conversation that

developed at the balcony of Betancourt’s home in Baruta.

Elected President, Mr. Rémulo Betancourt, received last night, at his home, the maximum
leader of the Cuban Revolution, Dr. Fidel Castro, in a private meeting where the Ambassador of
Cuba, Dr. Francisco Pividal attended as the only witness.

The Cuban Revolutionary Leader arrived to the Elected President home in Baruta, at 9:30 at
night, accompanied by Ambassador Pividal, Commander Calixto Garcia, Celia Sdnchez and Ana
Hernandez, reporter of “El Nacional” journal form La Habana that widely collaborated with the
“July 26th” cause and with the Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 26th 1959/La Religion

Fidel Castro at Aula Magna

“Fidel Castro, accompanied by Rear Admiral Larrazabal, attended the act carried out at Aula
Magna of Ciudad Universitaria, with the occasion of the tribute prepared by the students. The

Cuban rebels’ leader talked to the University students as well as other people. Graphic
composition of Pérez Regalado captures two aspects of the event.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 26th 1959/La Esfera

“Numerous guards had to open the path where Fidel Castro must go through, since the
autographs “hunters” do not even let him move, everybody wants to salute him, the leader of
the Revolution, because of this, had to accept the Military Police custody.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

February 1959/ Diplomdtica Newspaper

“Engaging with the maximum leader of the Cuban Revolution, Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, appears
Dr. Diaz Legorburu, Municipal Council of Caracas President, during the visit that he paid to
this organism. In the picture, also, other officials.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 25th 1959/ Ultimas Noticias
“Fidel at the presidium, with Rear Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, Dr. De Venanzi, Ambassador
of Cuba in Venezuela, Dr. Francisco Pividal and others”.



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 28th 1959/ Ultimas Noticias
“Fidel Castro, surrounded by guards and sympathizers is headed towards the airplane. There
were still smiles on the face that later will be tarnished with tragedy.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

January 28th 1959/El Nacional
“Distressed, after paying the last tribute to his dead partner, Fidel Castro walks through the
ramp towards the airplane. He was accompanied by Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour.”



Letter from the Ministry of Communications, Civil Aeronautics Administration, dated
12/16/1958, addressed to legal representative of Motilén, C.A Company, where he is notified of
the acronyms assignation to the airplane brand CURTIS, property of the company AVENSA
that Venezuela used to send help to the Cuban Revolution.”



Invoice issued by AVENSA Company on behalf of Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa for the
purchase of an airplane of his property, model CURTIS, acronyms YV-C-EVC, for an amount of
VEB 284.380,00 on December 4th 1958. This plane was used for the Government of Admiral
Woltgang Larrazédbal to transport the help sent to Revolutionaries of Sierra Maestra. This
Venezuelan airplane stayed on Cuban territory.



For VEB 284,380.00

We have received from Corvette Captain Héctor Abdelnour on behalf of Agricultural Trading
Company MOTILON, the amount of TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND
THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY BOLIVARS (VEB 284,380.00) as total payment for the sale of
our airplane YV-C-EVC, Model Curtiss C-46, serial 264. Said amount was paid as follows:
Check No. 338 from Italo-Venezolano Bank

For Mr. Héctor Abdelnour Mussa and

Endorsed in blank for the aforementioned, dated

12/01/ 88 10 . o oo VEB 190,380.00

Check No 77501 from The First National
City Bank of New York for Aerovias Venezolanas, S.A
Signed by Mr. Héctor Abdelnour, dated 12/04/58.................. VEB 94,000.00

O AL VEB 284,380.00

Aerovias Venezolanas, S.A

A. Pena

Comptroller

Caracas. 12/04/58

Aircraft used to carry the

Logistic support weapons to

La Sierra. To Commander Fidel Castro.



April 23rd 1959/ Viajeros

“MAIQUETTA, April 21st- Corvette Captain Héctor Abdelnour returned yesterday to Miami,

who is part of the Inspecting Mission of six transportation vessels that our War Navy has
purchased from the American Government.”



The Decade
of the Sixties



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription

El Mundo Newspaper, 1960

“Corvette Captain Francisco Cardier Rodriguez, on behalf of “Nueva Esparta” destroyer’s
Commander, handed in awards to licentiates that during their time on board earnt them. The
awarded were: Second Sergeants: Martin Navarro Mora and Angel Sierra Sdnchez. On the picture
appear: Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour, Zulia destroyer’s Second Commander, Corvette Captain
Francisco Cardier Rodriguez and Lieutenant Gustavo Bandet, during the Act. Corvette Captain
Cardier Rodriguez was allegedly pointed out by some press information from previous days, as
detained under conspiracy circumstances. But, later it was proven that the one that is being
accused is major Luis Cardier Rodriguez.”



December 18th 1960/La Esfera Newspaper
Captain Héctor Abdelnour at Captain Rodriguez Olivares Burial



Caracteristicas y transcripcion
fiel del texto original:

July 25th 1961/El Nacional
PEOPLE AT THE RACETRACK

“T'o commemorate the war and Merchant Navy Day,
the National Institute of Racetracks offered his
Classic discussed by Guasada, Zarpada and Rebeca
II, absolute winner. The respective trophy was
presented by Dr. Francisco Flamerich to Staft Head
Rear Admiral Luis Arturo Croce Osorio who at the
same time handed it in to Juan X. Aguirre, from
“Joejoly” Stud after the toast. Minutes prior to the
important race, Dr. Francisco Flamerich
accompanied by Dr. J.R.Zapata Luigi from the
Directory and Mr. Moguel Thodde, from Public
Relations, handed in a medal of honor to merits and
reward to the amateur rider Ricardo Ferrer for his
behavior during a race on the first of July, in which
not only risking his honest performance but also his
safety. He saved another trainee from falling in the
middle of a race that might have been fatal since he
had a foot stuck on the bracket.

Dr. Francisco Flamerich, President of the National
Institute of Racetracks with the Staff Head Rear
Admiral Luis Arturo Croce Osorio, Rear Admiral
Daniel Gémez Calcanio, Sea Captain Héctor
Abdelnour and Sea Captain Jests Cuevas.

High officialism that accompanied the Staff Head
Major Croce Osorio to Presidential Tribune and
toast was formed by Rear Admiral Daniel Gamez
Calcafio, Sea Captains Héctor Abdelnour, Ramiro
Pérez Luciani and his wife Lely Mercado, Sea
Captain Jests Cuevas, Corvette Captain Elio Orta
Zambrano and Missis Gloria de Orta Zambrano,
Corvette Captain José Pirela, Corvette Captain
Moreno Hernédndez, Lieutenants Carlos Luengo
Romero and Victor Manuel Nufiez. They were all at
the Presidential Tribune and after knowing the
winner of the Classic, the cup awarding was carried
out with the open paddock and at the end, the toast.
One hour later the Staff Head was saying goodbye to
Dr. Francisco Flamerich to take care of other
commitments.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

June 13th 1962/El Universal
Navy Merit Order to Sea Captain R.E Huse

During an act celebrated at the Armed Forces Circle, the Rear Admiral Daniel Gamez Calcario,
Navy Staft Head, imposed the Order Awarding to Navy Merit on its Second Class to Sea Captain
Robert E. Huse, former Navy aggregated to the American Embassy in Venezuela, In the graphic
taken during aforementioned act appears Rear Admiral Gamez Calcaiio, Sea Captain Robert E.
Huse, Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, Staff Second Section Commissioned, and Lieutenant
Freddy José Motta Carpio.”



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

June 12th 1962/El Mundo

Navy Merit Order

“At the Louis XV Hall of the Armed Forces Military Circle and on behalf of the Venezuelan
Navy, Sea Captain William La Hodney received from the hands of Admiral Daniel Gamez
Calcano, the Navy Merit Order, on its Second Class. The Act was attended by his Excellency
Mr. Ambassador of the United States of America, Allan Stewart and Mr. Héctor Abdelnour.”



MEDIATIC
EXECUTION



November 14th 1963/La Hora
Newspaper/Page 3

Abdelnour

“Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour
Mussa, leader of the Navy actions
against the dictatorship of Marcos
Pérez Jiménez, has suffered the
attacks of a feathered-gossipiest
being, through a local pornographic
magazine, for his democratic man
conditions, respectful of the people
cause.

“La Hora” is a journal of defined
opposition to the Government. It is
not our mission to defend military
officers and even less the martial
situation that this Republic is going
through.

But our condition of representatives
of the people’s opinion obliges us to
clarify that Abdelnour Mussa is one
of the National Army Officers that
has demonstrated one of the officers
with more perseverance in making
the Armed Forces an institution
with the mission of defending the
sovereignty of the Country.

It is worth remembering this
military officer participation in favor
of the university autonomy and
other measures of great democratic
scope implemented by the
provisional government of
Woltgang Larrazébal.”



VENEZUELA GRAFICA, October 19th 1962 No. 576
CONFIDENTIAL!!!
FIDEL CASTRO GIVES BOLIVARS HALF A MILLION TO
VENEZUELAN MILITARY OFFICER









Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:
October 19th 1962/No 576/Venezuela Grdfica Magazine/Page 16
CONFIDENTIAL AND EXCLUSIVE

FIDEL CASTRO’S CHECK FOR BOLIVARS HALF A MILLION

. Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour was dismissed from the Navy Intelligence headquarters,
and arrested, once the existence of the check was known.

. He is confined at the Military Hospital.

. Very briet War Council.

. He substituted Ponte Rodriguez, one of the heads of Puerto Cabello’s uprising.

“Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour M. on whose name was discovered a check issued by the Cuban
communist government for DOLLARS ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE THOUSANDS,
due to this he was dismissed of this post as Navy Intelligence Head and simultaneously arrested
and submitted to a military process. He is currently under arrest at the Military Hospital.”

A check issued by the communist government of Fidel Castro and for the amount of
DOLLARS ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND -more than half a million
bolivars- was issued on behalf of a Venezuelan army navy captain, who, once he had the check,
endorsed it and put it in his particular account in a bank in Miami.

The referred check-whose photograph we insert on this page- is dated November 15th 1960,
and is issued for Héctor Abdelnour M, Sea Captain of our Army.



HE WAS IN MIAMI

When the aforementioned Héctor Abdelnour received the check he was representing the
Venezuelan Navy in Florida that was in charge of the repairs carried out to our army fleet units.
According to reporters, we were informed that the Sea Captain Abdelnour was relieved from

that position due to disagreements with the Navy Staft about some invoices and expenses that
he subscribed.

The date on the check matches the period of time where the aforementioned sea captain
occupied the position of commissioned and director of the repairs carried out on our army’s
vessels.

ENDORSE TO HIS ACCOUNT

Six days after having issued the check for the Colonial Trust Company, International Division,
the aforementioned Héctor Abdelnour appeared before the offices of the National First Bank of
Miami, located in Biscayne Street, and endorsed the check, indicating that it had to be deposited
on his checking account, Number 6358-631, from the aforementioned banking entity. That is
the way how the US$ 125 thousands from the Cuban Communist Government went to the
private account of the Sea Captain.

WHAT IS THAT MONEY FOR?
What were the purposes of that large amount of money and why it was handed in to an officer
of our armed forces, is the matter that the High Military Command is investigating.

Is Héctor Abdelnour a Fidel Castro’s agent and subsequently an instrument of the Communist
Party to the logical service of a foreign potency?

(PHOTOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW)

Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour M. with the occasion of attending the awards handing in to
“Nueva Esparta” Destroyer crew. On that occasion, Abdelnour was carried out the duties of
“Nueva Esparta” destroyer Commander in the graphic, from left to right, aforementioned
Abdelnour, Corvette Captain Francisco Cardier Rodriguez and Lieutenant Gustavo Baudet.

Is it, a money handed in by Castro to Abdelnour as payment for the machine guns sent by
Wolfgang Larrazabal government to Sierra Maestra? If this is the case, we must ask, where did
the money used by Larrazédbal to pay those guns lots? If it came out of the National Treasury,
why does Héctor Abdelnour deposited in his personal bank account in a Florida bank?
Defenders of the Sea Captain assure that those One hundred and twenty five thousand dollars
constituted the payment from Fidel Castro for the weapons sent during the government of
Larrazéabal.

ARRESTED AT THE HOSPITAL

Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour was arrested for orders of the Military Intelligence, and later
transferred to the Military Hospital, after pleading and being certified by physicians from the
War Navy that he suffered from an ulcer whose medical attention was urgent and permanent.
Last minute information tells us that the health state of the aforementioned officer is quite
alarming, since there might be signs that the ulcer is in process of bursting.



AT THE NAVY INTELLIGENCE

Sea Captain Abdelnour was designated as Navy Intelligence Head, position that only carried out
for nine days, because as soon as the President of the Republic found out about the existence of
that check, he ordered his immediate dismissal and detention, until the background of the case
has been clarified.

(PHOTOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW)

“Sea Captain Manuel Ponte Rodriguez, who substituted the also Sea Captain Abdelnour at the
Navy Intelligence Headquarters, and from which post was dismissed and subsequently arrested,
once it was known the existence of a check issued by the Cuban communist government on his
name, which he deposited on his checking account in a bank of Miami.”

(PHOTOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW)

“Copy of the Cuban communist check for Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour M. for the amount of one
hundred twenty five thousand dollars, below, copy of the check reverse with the endorse made by
Abdelnour and that reads: “to be deposited in my account of THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF
MIAMI 6358-631. H. Abdelnour.”

Sea Captain Abdelnour substituted at the Military Intelligence Headquarters the also Sea Captain
Manuel Ponte Rodriguez, who had been dismissed for issuing a communication arguing with “El
Mundo” journal, without previous authorization of his superiors. Later, and as it was suggested by
the Caracas evening newspaper, officer Ponte Rodriguez was one of the leaders of the tragic and
bloody rebellion in Puerto Cabello.

BACKGROUND

Héctor Abdelnour was aide of provisional president Wolfgang Larrazdbal and also was,
commander of “Zulia” Destroyer. When he was arrested and his house searched, a potent radio
transmitter device he owned was occupied, it is suspected that he used it to establish
communication abroad, and possibly with the government of Fidel Castro. About this matter it
is only a logical suspicion, and it is allegedly recorded as such in the summary process that is
being carried out.

CHECK CAPTURE

It seems that the origins of the check copy from the red government of Cuba lie on works that
within and outside the country, have been carrying out military intelligence bodies, with the
purpose of finding out any communist infiltration in our armed forces and official organisms in
general.

As it is natural, military intelligence members have their main concern on the maneuvers and
movements of the Cuban government, one of their immediate and fundamental objectives is to
discredit, mine and crack the Venezuelan democratic regime, encouraging the establishment of
a communist government. And from there, the attention the Cuban maneuvers get, the
localization of the check and then it was possible to get the copy that nine days after
Abdelnour was appointed Navy Intelligence Head, got to the hands of the Venezuelan
government and caused his immediate arrest and dismissal.



CONCLUSION

Very secretly, as it is correspondent to every military activity of this nature, the summary
imposed to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour has been processed, by the Staft of his body. Any
concrete affirmation and accusatory nature can be definitively formulated against the
prosecuted, until no further investigations are finished. But the truth is that the existence of the
check and its subsequent endorsement to the prosecuted’s personal account, constitute very
significant and suspicious events that demand a swift action with the purpose of clarifying the
situation.”






Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

October 17th 1962/El Mundo

Rear Admairal Ricardo Sosa Rios was approached yesterday morning at the Passengers Terminal of La
Guaira by reporter Dias Stlva.

Claimed Sosa Rios

The Check for US$125.000 that They Attempted to Ascribe to Captain Héctor
Abdelnour is Fake.

. Navy’s general commander said in la Guaira that the referred Officer is neither detained
nor hospitalized.
. Falsification authors are identified.

La Guaira, 17 (Special)

The check ascribed to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour is a fake, since it is a clumsy maneuver of
individuals already identified by the competent organisms. Navy Captain, Rear Admiral Ricardo
Sosa Rios claimed this morning.

The Rear Admiral Sosa Rios arrived this morning at seven am, to welcome his uncle, Mr.
Federico Rfos Vale, who came back from Europe at the Passengers Terminal. Reporters
approached the Navy’s general commander and he pointed out that “he has never read on a
publication so many lies in such a little space as it is the one against Sea Captain Héctor
Abdelnour.”

The Rear Admiral Sosa Rios further explained that the check that was allegedly issued in
November in La Habana for Sea Captain Abdelnour for the amount of US$125.000, is a
completely fake, since to make it was used a formulary and on the back they use the endorsement
of another check.

Rear Admiral Sosa Rios seemed extremely upset with this publication against the referred officer
of the Navy Forces of Venezuela, indicating that the Ministry of Defense had prepared a
Communication to deny it.

-It is false that the Captain Abdelnour is detained. He is currently at the orders of the Navy’s
General Command for any mission that may be entrusted to him.

At last the Navy's General Commander said that this fake check case had been investigated,
verifying that Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour had not received any check from Cuba. He added
that the authors of this maneuver had been identified and shall be submitted to criminal
sanctions.”



October 18th 1962/El Nacional/Third Body
Defense Bulletin
About a Scheme against Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa

“Cabinet Management of Ministry of Defense, through the Department of Publications of the
aforementioned office sent yesterday to newspapers the bulletin that is transcribed as follows:
Regarding an article that appears inserted on the last edition of “Venezuela Grafica” magazine, titled
“Fidel Castro gives half'a million to a Venezuelan military officer”; the Ministry of Defense informs
that according to investigations practiced by Navy's General Command, Sea Captain Héctor
Abdelnour Mussa is being object of a series of schemes and smears that intend to damage his moral
integrity. Pertinent investigations are being carried out with the purpose of determining the criminal
responsibility corresponding to the author or authors of this matter. Caracas, October 17th 1962.”





















Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

Momento/ Caracas Sunday October 28th 1962/No. 238

SEA CAPTAIN HECTOR ABDELNOUR HAS NOT RECEIVED a penny from Fidel Castro,
neither has been dismissed nor arrested, nor is confined at the Military Hospital, as falsely
pretended a certain Caracas publication last week in a wide story-interview where are
discovered the behind the scenes of a big lie. See pages 28, 29 and subsequent.”

“This is the document that supported the sensationalist report of certain publication to launch a
schemed accusation against Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour M. The check from the Colonial
Trust Company which was accompanied by an alleged endorsement, turned out to be a blatant
talsification.”

The most sensational news of the year was a fake. Abdelnour says: FIDEL DID NOT
GIVE ME ANY CHECK

(PHOTOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW)

Rear Admiral Ricardo Sosa Rios, General Commander of the Venezuelan Navy, in the moment
when he was being interviewed by MOMENTO reporters regarding the false accusation
against Captain Abdelnour.”

“SEA CAPTAIN HECTOR ABDELNOUR MUSSA WAS ASTONISHED WITH THE
NEWS-PUBLISHED LAST WEEK WITH CONSIDERABLE FANFARE-THAT HE HAD
RECEIVED $125 THOUSAND FROM FIDEL CASTRO. ON HIS SIDE, NAVY'S
GENERAL COMMANDER, REAR ADMIRAL RICARDO SOSA R[OS SAID: “I HAVE
NEVER SEEN SO MANY LIES IN SO FEW WORDS”. CAPTAIN ABDELNOUR HAS
NEVER BEEN DISMISSED NOR ARRESTED; HIS HOUSE HAS NOT BEEN SEARCHED
NOR HE HAS BEEN CONFINED TO THE MOLITARY HOSPITAL, THE OFFICER,
CATHOLIC, OF 39 YEARS OF AGE AND FATHER OF s GIRLS, BELIEVES THAT THE
MANEUVER MUST HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT DUE TO HIS POSITION. HE WAS IN
THE GROUP THAT MANAGED PEREZ JIMENEZ OVERTHROW, HE WAS MILITAR
ASSISTANT OF LARRAZABAL DURING HIS PRESIDENCY AND AIDE OF FIDEL
CASTRO WHEN HE CAME TO VENEZUELA.”

By: ANTONIO GUEDEZ

Exclusive of MOMENTO

On Tuesday October 16th Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa left his House in El Parafso, at
the usual time: 7:30 in the morning.

He was driving his cream-color Valiant headed to his office at the Navy Command. On his way
he has stopped by his barber:

-Captain, good morning. I was going to ask you for a picture...

The officer immediately thought that it was not difficult to find one picture of himself. In times
of Larrazabal, when he was his assistant, graphic reporters had taken hundreds. He was about to
say that to the barber, but he continued:

-But your picture has appeared on a magazine, and frankly I do not like what it says.



A “SENSATIONAL” REPORT

The article that unleashed these denials tells a story where Captain Abdelnour seems even more
gruesome than Mata-Hari. According to it, on November 15th of 1960, Castro’s government
issued a check for the amount of $125 thousand to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour, This officer,
who was in Florida, in charge of repairs that were being carried out to the Venezuelan fleet,
attended to National First Bank, 6 days after the issuance of the check, he endorsed it, and
deposited in his personal account No: 6358-631. According to the article, Captain Abdelnour was
relieved from Florida due to “disagreement of the Navy Staff for some invoices and expenses
subscribed by him.”

The author asked himself: “Is Héctor Abdelnour a Fidel Castro’s agent, and subsequently, an
instrument of the Communist Party to the logical service of a foreign potency? Is in this case, a
money that Castro handed in to Abdelnour as payment for the guns that Wolfgang Larrazébal ‘s
Government sent to Sierra Maestra? If that is the case, we must ask: Where did the money used
by Larrazébal to buy those gun lots come from? If it came out from the National Treasury, why
did Héctor Abdelnour deposited it in this personal account in a Florida bank?” The article
continues saying the Captain Abdelnour was designated Navy Intelligence Head in substituting
Sea Captain Manuel Ponte Rodriguez, today imprisoned for Puerto Cabello’s uprising.
Abdelnour, according to this information, could only remain on his post for 9 days “because when
the President of the Republic found out about the existence of that check, ordered his immediate
destitution and arrest, until the background of the case is clarified” Abdelnour, at this point of the
history had been “arrested by Military Intelligence orders and later transferred to Military
Hospital, after claiming, a War Navy’s physicians certified it as well that he was suffering from an
ulcer whose medical attention was urgent and permanent. A last minute information —according
to the article- tells us that the aforementioned officer’s health status is pretty alarming, since
there might be evidence that the ulcer is about to burst.” Before concluding making disquisitions
about the check’s capture and the secret military summary that they were carrying out on
Captain Abdelnour, the article claimed: “When he was arrested and his house searched, a potent
radio transmitter device was occupied; it is assumed that this was used to establish
communication with abroad, and possibly, with Fidel Castro’s government.”



SOSA RIOS: “I JAVE NEVER SEEN SO MANY LIES”

When Momento tried to locate Captain Abdelnour, Rear Admiral Ricardo Sosa Rios found out
about it, and made a hole on his audience afternoon to receive the reporter and photographer.
Before sitting to answer a few questions in his hall, he brought from his desk a small briefcase. It
was a recorder and taking the tiny microphone, he said:

-I think that you have seen in EI Nacional Newspaper, a statement [ made where I said that
everything attributed to Captain Abdelnour regarding that check for US$ 125.000 was
completely fake.

-As Navy Commander, I can inform you that when we knew about that, about 5 months ago,
Navy’s General Command took information and received it from American Banking Authorities
exhaustively about the falseness of the check, so, when I was told by those Authorities that the
check was false, I issued a general information to all Navy so they could know about the disloyal
story that was being plotted against Captain Abdelnour; so the entire Navy knows that all of
these is take.

-What was your reaction, when you knew that information?

-When the publication was released, I was deeply sadden of Venezuelan magazine saying all
those lies, when they could have perfectly, with all that information, got to the main source,
where we could — even I have always been open to journalists to tell them the truth about any
information that they want to publish about the Navy-

-Admiral: this magazine says that Captain Abdelnour is imprisoned...

-Wellm

the information says so, that he is imprisoned and hospitalized. I am going to call him to say
hello to you so you can meet him, I think you don”t know Captain Abdelnour.

And turning around to one of his aider.

-Do me a favor and call Captain Abdelnour so he can say hello to the “Momento” journalist, so
you can see him and he personally inform you about the work he is carrying out at the Navy’s
Command.

After this publication, has the Navy ordered to investigate?

-The investigation was already carried out and the Navy already has information-like I told you
in the previous statement- from the American banking authorities where they tell us that the
check is false."

-“HE IS A RADIO AMATEUR, SO AM I” -And about Captain Abdelnour’s radio transmitter,
what can you say? -Oh! The radio, he owns a radio station because he is a radio amateur and he
has his legal permit, I am also a radio amateur like many other Navy Officers, who have their
radio stations. Captain Abdelnour’s radio station many times has been very useful for the Navy
when this has provided a service to civilians that are dedicated to underwater fishing and
carrying out investigations or when we had an incursion in Cubagua Island for San Pedro
Alcéntara; the amateurs provided great aid and even Captain Abdelnour with his station, was
very useful for the Navy in that operation in San Pedro Alcéntara. That is another lie that I
mentioned when I talked to “El Nacional”.



-Navyis Command or Ministry of Defense, are going to judicially proceed? -Well, Navyis Command
has already done what it had to do and so has the Ministry of Defense. The Ministry of Defense has
released a statement and the Navyis Command has already informed the Forces, of its falseness.
There is only left Captain Abdelnouris legal actions and that he shall exert it when he deems
convenient; that is personal and private.

-Has Captain Abdelnour ever removed from a post? -Abdelnour, Captain Abdelnour was replaced
from the vessel he was in. He was brought to the Commandis orders because that vessel when to
repairing. -Has he ever been imprisoned? Has he ever been prosecuted? -You see, Captain Abdelnour
has not even been arrested. Regarding the personal and professional activity of the aforementioned
Officer, he is educated, loyal and respectful of the Constitution and the Laws; he is a man with the full
confidence of the Command.

-In reference of the question if he has ever been subjected to any prosecuting, he has never been
subjected to any prosecuting, I think they want to highlight it in a superlative grade, is such way that
is completely false, in this point what I said on my first statement has permanent validity, I have
never seen so many lies and so much falseness in so few words.

-It this is a plot, why would they choose Captain Abdelnour as victim?

-They have wanted to make a victim out of Captain Abdelnour because of his energetic and decided
attitude when he has to face situations to define his support to the Constitution, and those individuals
that have sometime hesitated and have tried to go against the Constitution, have found in him, an
energetic and clear in his concepts and opinions man.

A CATHOLIC SOLDIER

Captain Abdelnour, in a shirt, with a blueprint in his hand, made his entrance in this moment. In the
last few days he had been working for the Personnel Directorate, at the Engineering Coordination
Oftice, where he has been busy distributing apartments from the old Shell building, in San
Bernardino, where the Navy’s Command shall move in December.

-How have you been feeling?- We asked him.

He smiled.

-I am still astonished.

-Where you in Florida?

-Yes, I was, but not in November 1960, when [ allegedly received the check, but on the first months
of 1959. I was in Jacksonville as a liaison between the Venezuelan Navy and the American one, to
purchase 4 transports. Transactions were made from Command to Command, and me, who only
served as liaison, never saw any check from that operation. In addition, I was not replaced. I complied
with the term that I was sent for and Captain Fernando Sabio Garcfa, present here, stayed instead of
me.

The mentioned Captain, who attended in silence to this interview, intervened then:

-Yes, gentlemen, indeed.

- I can testify that wherever you want-said then another present officer, Lieutenant Julio Fernédndez
Fossio, that in 1959 was Rear Admiral Luis Crossen’s aide, back then, Navy Aggregated from
Venezuela in Washington.

We asked Captain Abdelnour if he had traveled a lot.

He replied:

-I have been many times in United States of America, in a course mission in England and in Italy. I
have been vessel commander and I have been through every post, before getting to a Command.
Betfore showing the distribution of the building he made to his Commander, he told us:

-My honor and my forehead are high, because I believe in God.



ONE MAN AND MANY WOMEN

A few hours later, when we resumed this conversation at his home, he explained:

-Yes, sir, we are very catholic, we always go to church and my three daughters are studying at
Teresiano School of nuns.

Flor Cristina, that has the same name as her mother; Marfa Eugenia and Diana Beatriz,
surrounded her 89 years-old father who wants to be a sailor, an aviator and an attorney. HE
already has 20 service years in the Navy; tourism aviation is his hobby, along with amateur
radio. To become a doctor in law he is planning on attending night classes at UCV.

-I am a quiet man, he smiled. —Before being surprised by the check plot, my only setback was
being a family man. I have 4 sisters and my missis and I only had girls. When we were in
Washington we had a dog and the girls got very sad when a car ran him over. When I was
returning from Jacksonville, precisely I asked for a similar dog at the airport, on the plane we
were thinking about pompous names, but we lost the time. When we took it out of the box it
turned out to be a female and we ended up naming her “Susana”.

Captain Abdelnour did not want to talk about the check because any detail could interfere with
the Navy’s investigation. MOMENTO, however, found out through very reliable sources, that
the check copy was discovered at one of the Navy’s dependences. After consulting the USA
federal banking authorities it turned out that the endorsement signature did not match any
checking account, The Colonial Trust Bank, origin bank of the alleged check, never had a branch
in La Habana. The Meadowbrook National Bank, bank that merged with the Colonial processed
the copies and did not find any of the “paid” seals holes.”

To Be Continued...



Letter from Sea Captain addressed to Sea Captain Alfredo Garcia Landaeta, Navy’s
Personnel Director, dated 10/24/1964, where he requested permission to appoint the
attorneys that were going to represent him on the trial against the authors of the scheme
plotted against him, about the alleged check given by Fidel Castro.



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

Citizen Sea Captain
Alfredo Garcia Landaeta
Personnel Directorate
Navy’s General Command
HIS OFFICE.-

[, HECTOR ABDELNOUR MUSSA, Commander in active service, of legal age and from this
domicile-with due respect before you I attend and state: -Considering that I have been exposed
to contempt and public hatred with an information appeared on the cover and pages No. 16, 17
and 44 of the magazine “VENZUELA GRAFICA” No. 576, dated October 19th 1962, printed in
Venezuela by: “GRABADOS NACIONALES, C.A” and of which —appears as Redaction Head
the CITIZEN RAUL ACOSTA RUBIO. Considering that has attributed to me the perpetration
of a punishable act offensive to the military honor and my personal reputation, I request you
approve his communication with the purpose of receiving the necessary settling from the
Superiority, to enforce my rights before the Courts of the Republic and prove the falseness of
the act that is being attributed to me. In addition I request the correspondent permit to
designate attorneys as my legal representatives.

In Caracas, on the Twenty Fourth day of October of Nineteen Sixty Two.

HECTOR ABDELNOUR MUSSA
Commander.



Communication from First National Bank of Miami addressed to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour,
dated 08/30/1962, where he is informed of the difficulties that they have to comply with the request
of reproducing the entire archive corresponding to the account he has on that bank since the year

19569.



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF MIAMI

MIAMI I, FLORIDA
August 30th, 1962

Captain H. Abdelnour
Zip Code 8086
Caracas, Venezuela

Dear Captain Abdelnour:

This is to acknowledge your letter of August 20th 1962 and advise that it would be very
difficult to estimate the cost of reproducing records of your account as we are not familiar with
the activity which appears on your statement.

[f the information you request is indicated on your deposit tickets, it would be possible for us to
reproduce them. However, if you did not detail the checks included in your deposits, it would be
extremely difficult and costly to attempt to determine their description.

As your account opened in 1959, we estimate that the cost of reproducing the ledger sheets
involved would be approximately of US$15.00 and the cost of examining the individual deposit
tickets would be approximately US$1.00 each.

Before we start any examination of your records, we would appreciate your advising in further
details as to the exact nature of your requirements so that we may perhaps eliminate any
unnecessary records.

Sincerely yours,
William D. Hewett
Auditor

PR:hm



Letter that Captain Héctor Abdelnour sent to the First National Bank of Miami on date
10/20/1962 where he authorizes his wife, Flora Velazco de Abdelnour, to receive a bank record
where it is made known that he has never made a deposit for the amount of US$125,000.00 in
his personal account.



First National Bank of Miami

President
Miami, Florida.
Dear Sir:

By means of this letter I am authorizing my wife Mrs. Flora de Abdelnour to receive from your
bank institution a signed declaration in which it will show that [ have never made a deposit of US
$125,000.00 in my personal account No. 06310058-36030-5

I would also appreciate to the outmost a written demonstration of all movements that have occurred
in my account since I opened it.

Since my wife does not speak English and if you judge it useful you are also authorized to use an
interpreter so that she can explain with details, the urgency of my petition.

We would appreciate your cooperation in advance for this important matter.

Sincerely yours,
(Illegible Signature)
Héctor Abdelnour M

HAM/ OK.



Desmentido Oficial de la marina



OFFICIAL NAVY’S DENIAL

“FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF K OFFICERS APPROXIMATELY ON JUNE 12TH 62,
NAVY BASE COMMANDER NR ONE SENT TO EMSS A COPY OF WHAT IT SEEMED
WAS A CHECK FOR THE AMOUNT OF ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE
THOUSANDS ISSUED IN LA HABANA K CUBA K FOR CF HECTOR ABDELNOUR
MUSSA AND COPY OF WHAT IT SEEMED WAS THE REVERSE OF THE SAME
CHECK (ENDORSED) WITH THE SIGNATURE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED
OFFICER AND THE SEAL OF FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF MIAMI K PROCESSED
THE ALLEGED COPY BY FEDERAL BANK INTERMEDIARIES OF THE UNITED
STATED OF AMERICA, I'T TURNED OUT THAT THE SIGNATURE OF ENDOSO DID
NOT MATCH ANY CHECRKRING ACCOUNT K FROM THE COLONIAL TRUST BANK,
ALLEGED BANK OF ORIGIN OF THE CHECK K THAT IS NOW MERGED WITH THE
MEADOWBROOK NATIONAL BANK K THERE ARE NO HOLES IN IT AND THE
PAYMENT SEAL K THAT THE COLONIAL TRUST BANK HAS NEVER HAD
BRANCHES IN LA HABANA AND THAT THE SIGNATURE ON THE CHECK DOES
NOT MATCH THE ONE OF ANY FUNCTIONARY OF AFOREMENTIONED BANK K
CHECKING THE ORIGIN OF THE COPY K I'T TURNED OUT THE FOLLOWING K A
HIGHER RANK OFFICER WENT TO THE NAVY PRINTING SEARCHING FOR SOME
PENDING ASSIGNMENTS K SEEING THAT ON THE DESK OF MR. RAFAEL
VASQUEZ, PERSON IN CHARGE OF AFOREMENTIONED DEPENDENCE K THERE
WERE THREE COPIES OF THE ISSUE ASKING THE AFOREMENTION MR IF HE
COULD KREEP THEM K TO WHICH THE SAME AGREED TO K HAVING
INTERROGATED MR VASQUEZ HE SAID HE DID NOT HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF
THE AFOREMENTIONED COPIES K AFOREMENTIONED HIGHER OFFICER
RATIFIED HIS INFORMATION BEFORE THE EMSS K THIS INVESTIGATION
CONTINUES AND SHALL RELENTLESSLY GO ON UNTIL THE FINDING OUT THE
PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS WITH THE PURPOSE OF COMPLYING WITH
THE LAW K WITHOUT PREJUDICE OF THE ACTIONS BEFORE COMPETENT
COURTS THAT HAVE THE RIGHT TO PROMOTE THE AFFECTED PARTY K THIS
GENERAL COMMAND IS READY K FOLLOWING THE UNSHAKEABLE CONDUCT
LINE K THAT HAS BEEN DRAWN K TO DEFEND AND GUARANTEE THE GOOD
NAME OF ITS OFFICERS K PUBLICLY VINDICATEDTHE HONOR OF THOSE K
WHOSE PRESTIGE TURNS OUT AGGRAVATED AFTER THE PERTINENT
INQUIRIES K BUT ALSO IS WILLING TO PUNISH UNTIL THE LIMIT OF THE
AUTHORITY THAT FOR THIS PURPOSE HAS ASSIGNED BY LAW THE
REGULATIONS TO REQUEST PUNISHMENT OR SANCTION BEFORE HIGHER
AUTHORITIES TO THOSE WHO DESERVE IT K IN CONSEQUENCE IT IS MADE
KNOWN TO THE OFFICERS THAT CF HECTOR ABDELNOUR MUSSA IS EXEMPT
OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE AFOREMENTIONED INCIDENT AND THAT THE
INVESTIGATIONS INFER THAT HE HAS BEEN OBJECT OF A DEROGATORY
ACTION R






Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF MIAMI

MIAMI I, FLORIDA

October 22nd, 1962

Mrs. Flora de Abdelnour.
¢/0 MacAllister Hotel

Room 565 Miami, Florida

Dear Mrs. Abdelnour:

As requested by Mr. Hector Abdelnour, we have examined our records of his checking account
for the period from October 18th 1960 through January 19th 1961, and find no reference to a
deposit for US$125,000.00-

We enclose photocopies of statements covering the above mentioned period.

May we assure you it is a pleasure to be of service to you in this matter.

Sincerely yours,
(Illegible Signature)
M.F. Jonhson

Assistant Vice President
State ot Florida

County of Dade

PR:hm Sworn to and subscribed before me this 23rd day
of October 1962 that the above is true and correct.

Enclosures






THE DECADE OF
THE SEVENTIES
UNTIL 2002



Original Text’s Characteristics and True Transcription:

April 9th 1964/El Nacional
Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour, War Navy’s envoy, when he arrived yesterday to Maracaibo.
Also appears the Ministry of Public Works’ Head, Dr. Leopoldo Sucre Figarella.



School Students and FIRST NECESSITY ITEMS are transported in Army Units.
*Frogmen are exploring the Lake’s bottom.
*A Navy’s commission observed effects of the tragedy.

“Maracaibo, 8th (Special Envoy: Carlos Fraser).

A Venezuelan War Navy’'s special commission, integrated by Sea Captain Andrés Moreno, by
Commander Héctor Abdelnour and by Commander Luis Ortega, observed the fracture of the
bridge above the lake and its dramatic repercussions on Zulian people’s life.

This commission arrived very early yesterday, specially sent by Navy's General Commander
Ricardo Sosa Rios, who ordered to be put into Zulia’s Regional Executive Power all Venezuelan
Navy’s resources with the purpose of providing swift assistance.

Commander Héctor Abdelnour, who is part of this commission, returned to Caracas at noon with
the purpose of informing Rear Admiral Sosa Rios about the arrangements made in Maracaibo. He
made the trip on an Executive-type light aircraft, property of Dr. Wenceslao Urrutia, who put it
to the disposition of the Ministry of Public Works as soon as what happened on the bridge was
known. Captain Rafael Murry was piloting the aircraft.

Captain Abdelnour said that the Navy’s Commander, who lived for a long time in Maracaibo, is
very affected by the Zulian tragedy. “He ordered, from the very first moment, to put all War
Navy’s resources to the disposition of the Regional Government.”

Since very early in the morning, transportation T-15 and T-16, type LSM are in Maracaibo, to
collaborate with the transportation of first necessity items. The first assignment shall be to move,
from Palmarejo to Maracaibo, all goods coming from the other side of the Lake. The R-11, a high
sea tractor also arrived this morning, with one of the frogmen team from the War Navy.

Captain Abdelnour explained that these frogmen, specially trained to easily move at underwater
depths, are collaborating in the search of bodies that may remain at the bottom of the lake. As well
as in the vehicles rescue works, if there is still any, and the tanker removal.

Frogmen shall remain in Maracaibo, to thoroughly explore the bottom of the lake, to take pictures
and to remove debris, which shall make easier and faster the reconstruction of the affected part of
the bridge. War Navy’s units, on the other hand, also have enough space to transport 20-30
vehicles each one. They shall remain to the orders of the Regional Executive Government for
school students and workers’ transportation.”






July 3rd 1964/El Universal

Super-tanker crashed with the Bridge above Maracaibo Lake and Caused the Loss
of Many Lives.

Dr. Juan Otaola, Bridge-Over-Maracaibo-Lake Consortium Director, during the interview with
our reporter; Dr. Oscar Benedetti, another Consortium Director constructor of the work;
National Transit Director. Lieutenant Gustavo La Grave and other engineers discussing the
issue and Navy Forces commission members: Sea Captain Andrés Moreno and Commanders H.
Abdelnour and Ortega Jugo.



Caracteristicas y transcripcion fiel del texto original:



April 8th 1964/ El Universal
Defense Orders 3 ships from the Squadron to go to the Lake

“The Ministry of Defense ordered, after instructions from Dr. Ratl Leoni, President of the
Republic, the mobilization to Lake of Maracaibo of three units from the Squadron, ot a Navy
Officers commission and of the FAC and Military Engineering, according to statement
delivered last night by the Department of Publications from the Office Cabinet Directorate.

The Ministry of Defense’s statement reads as follows:

“The Office of Defense before the lake of Maracaibo’s tragedy magnitude and according to
expressed instructions from the President of the Republic, Dr. Radl Leoni, arranged that three
(8) War Navy Units are moved to the disaster area: R-11, T-15 and T-16, there is also another
list in case of being necessary.

“Brigade General Ramén Florencio Gémez, Minister of Defense, ordered the transference of a
commission from Navy’s General Command presided by Sea Captain Andrés Oswaldo Moreno,
Squadron Operations Head, and integrated by Commanders Héctor Abdelnour Mussa and Luis
Ortega Juga.

“The Ministry of Defense also gave instructions to Brigade General José Agustin Paredes
Maldonado, General Commander of F.A.C, and Colonel Luis Guillermo Ferrero Tamayo,
Military Intelligence Service Director, to travel to Maracaibo and provide all the collaboration
that Zulia State authorities might need.”






July 22nd 1964/El Universal

Navy’s General Commander imposed Bands and Medals to Military Personnel
and Handed In Diplomas and Plaques to Civilians.

“Rear Admiral Juan Torrealba Morales, Navy’s General Commander, imposed yesterday the
“Navy Band” and “Antiquity Medal” and handed in “Honor Diploma” and “Acknowledgement
Plaque” to Professional Sub-Officers Officers, Navy Sub-Officers, Civil People and Journalists,
Press Photographers and Radio and Television Hosts that during the years 1963-1964 stood
out for their contribution to the aggrandizement of the War Navy and with this act, he started
the “Navy Day” celebration, that shall be celebrated next Friday, Birth of the Liberator and
anniversary of the Navy War of Maracaibo.

At the Navy’s General Command, in San Bernardino, at 2 p.m, Rear Admiral Torrealba
Morales, accompanied by Rear Admirals Pablo Cohen Guerrero and Armando Medina; Sea
Captain Miguel Benatuil Gustini and other High Officers of the Navy Staff, he imposed “the
Navy Band” to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, to Corvette Captain Aquiles Garcia
Saldefio, to Corvette Captain (A) Francisco Elfas Pérez, to Commander Gonzalo Chacin Amado
and to 42 Professional and Navy Sub-Officers for “Distinguished Acts during Peace Times”,
“Efficiency”, “Good Behavior” and “Antiquity” and handed in the “Navy Medal” and “Honor
Diploma” to 103 members of civil personnel of the Command that had 20, 15,10 and 5 years of
Service and the “Acknowledgement Plaque” to 16 reporters and press photographers and a
radio and TV host, who provided support to the Navy during the years 163-1964.

Received the “Acknowledgment Plaque”, Pedro Nolasco Hernandez L. and Julio Messuti, from
EL UNIVERSAL; Renny Ottolina, radio and TV host; Rafael Hueck Condado, Miguel Antonio
Lugo, Jests Marquez, Julidn de Sada Velluto, Jaime Montes, Oropeza Ciliberto, Eloy Enrique
Porras, Angel Quintero, Carlos Rangel, Carlos Romero Gonzalez, Jesis Rondén Lossada,
Francisco Seijas, Pedro Antonio Vazquez and Carlos Villegas, to whom later, Rear Admiral
Torrealba Morales, with few words, expressed the War Navy’s acknowledgement for their
support. The Rear Admiral also pointed out the contribution of the Command’s civil personnel
to the good performance and development of the Navy Force and regarding High Officers,
Junior and professional and Navy Sub-Officers, he expressed his satistaction because they have
dedicated their effort, without reserves, to comply with the duty imposed by the republican
Constitution and the circumstance of wearing the Navy uniform, with honor and without any
other interest but to serve Venezuela.”






Senate Chamber Authorized Promotion of Two New Brigade Generals, Three Rear
Admirals and ten Sea Captains.

“Based on a wide report sent by the Defense Commission, The Senate of the Republic authorized
yesterday the promotion of two Colonels to Brigade Generals; of three Sea Captains to Rear
Admirals and of ten Commanders to Sea Captains.

Colonels whose promotion to Generals was authorized by the Senate are: Anibal Sdnchez Gémez
and Rafael Alfonzo Ravard and the Sea Captains to Rear Admirals were: Armando Medina,
Antonio Ramén Eljuri Ytnez Suédrez and Pablo Enrique Cohén.

Permanent Commission of Defense highlighted on the reports submitted to the Senate of the
Republic, that they carried out a curriculum vitae study of the military officers whose authorization
recommends to the High Chamber, and that it carried out individual video-conferences with each
one of the promoted officers. In addition, it expressed that interviews with the Minister of Defense,
General Ramoén Florencio Gémez, with the Navy’s General Commander, Rear Admiral Ricardo
Sosa Rios and with the current Navy’s General Commander, Rear Admiral Juan Torrealba
Morales were carried out. It also mentioned that it had fulfilled the extremes of the ordinal 5th of
the Article 150 of the National Constitution and the 127th of the National Armed Forces Organic
Law.

Regarding the promotion report of Brigade General Rafael Alfonzo Ravard, the President of the
Commission Dr. Luis Augusto Dubuc said that General Ravard never lost his active military
character, because according to article 246 of the Organic Law for the Troops and Army, the
President of the Republic had maintained him as his Presidential Commissioned for the
development of Guayana, the former Colonel Ravard; because it is established that way in the
respective Law, which is equal to high hierarchy command. Besides, there were never doubts in the
Commission about the technical, professional and moral capacity of the high officer promoted to
Brigade General. Therefore they favorably solved the promotion. Senator Edecio La Riva Araujo
also intervened, regarding his dissenting vote, to express that the Colonel, General and Admiral
Promotions are the ones that withstand the security and defense weight of'a democratic State and
that these shall be only the best, with moral and professional authority. This position of ours - he
said- is very delicate, because they -the military officers- constitute a bridge between the military
power and the civilian power. He highlighted that the promotions cause, once they are
recommended, a great responsibility that we are contracting, it is not a routine task that is debated
on the Senate as Autonomous Power and because of this, there is a high level of responsibility in
case of error. At last, he is pleased for having given a positive step for the Venezuelan democracy.
When the different above mentioned reports were submitted to the Chamber, these were all
approved.

Commander candidates for the promotion to Sea Captain Rank are:

Enrique Pefia Pefia, Guillermo Gémez Mufioz, Luis Angel Ortega Jugo, Alfredo Merchén
Hernéandez, Oscar Nahmens Cuevas, Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, Juan Omar Guevara Sudrez, Carlos
Hernéndez Barreto, Luis José Ramirez Aranda and Pastor José Naranjo.

Defense Permanent Commission of the Senate of the Republic, on the respective reports made
known that it studied the service track of the navy military group promoted by the Ministry of
Detense and for whom it requested promotion authorization from the Senate ot the Republic. It
also pointed out that they carried out individual conferences with each one of them and they have
tulfilled the legal extremes established in article 150 of the National Constitution, ordinal 5th and
the Article 127 of the Organic Law of National Armed Forces. Senate Secretariat of the Republic
made known at the end of the respective report reading the dissenting vote of senator Edecio La
Riva Araujo.”









December 1969/AereoClub Magazine

HECTOR ABDELNOUR
PROFESSION: SEAMAN
VOCATION: PILOT

“There are people that discovered a little late, the pleasure of flying, and then they regret not
having understood on time the beauty and satisfaction surrounding it. Other people, for a
change, and this is the case of Héctor Abdelnour, have encouraged since very young the passion
tor planes and have had to wait many years to fulfill their wishes.

Since he was very young Abdelnour had the illusion to be an aviator, but his dreams collided
against the will of his parents on a time where flying was still something reserved to
adventurers and when planes were considered one of the safest methods to commit suicide.
And so, prevented from following his vocation, he entered the Navy School to pursue a career
where he would obtain the highest ranks. From the beginning he stood out in his studies, and
his service sheet shows an enviable trajectory: he was selected to attend different courses in the
United States of America and also a Staff course in the War College of London. He has served
on board of all kinds of boats of the Venezuelan Navy and he reached the post of School
Operations Head, currently being Sea Captain.

Nevertheless, even more important that his long and brilliant military curriculum are the
details that do not appear on it and that complete the profile of his personality. Despite the fact
that most of his service he spent it on board of different vessels, Héctor not only never
neglected his humanistic vocation but managed to pursue university courses of psychology.
Currently he also attends Geography classes in the University, to obtain a degree on that
specialty.

In his spare time, Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour transforms himself in VY-5-EO, radio amateur
with one of the first licenses that were granted, or he goes hunting on the plain. But his main
distraction, the one he dedicates most of his spare time is flying.

When the Navy acquired its first planes, Héctor already had a rank too high to fly in them as a
pilot, so he had to delay even more his aspirations until when at last, in 1960 and taking
advantage of a period of time on land, he took a course at Aeroclub Caracas flying school and
obtained his license.

At that time Aeroclub Caracas was already a second home for him, even before graduating he
became member seeking the company and presence of pilots and airplanes. Nowadays he can be
seen at Aeroclub actively intervening in the Club’s life, supporting any initiative that promotes
the development of our private aviation.

In 1966 he tried to organize the Aeroclub of Puerto Cabello, but after being transferred he had
to quit developing that project.

Perhaps the best way to define him would be as a person who is constantly in activities. Héctor
never denies a favor to a friend and he is always moving one thing or another with the greatest
selflessness. His quality of good partner and pilot has earned him the affection and sympathy of
everyone that knows him, and when we see him sitting among a group of pilots that talk about
the inevitable flight anecdotes, the satistaction feeling that irradiates from his body indicates
that there is a person that has finally fulfilled his true vocation: flying.”
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Ultimas Noticias 1966
Aeroclub of Valencia was leader in the Search and Rescue event

“Aeroclub Valencia occupied the first place in the <<Search and Rescue>> event programmed by the
Navy’s General Command as one of the Celebration Acts of the <<NAVY DAY>> 1966.

This event that was carried out with the assistance of the Aeroclub Venezuelan Federation, it was a
demonstration of the civil aviation use in defense, search and rescue missions and complementing of
the War Navy in air exploring at the same time it was useful to tie the bonds between the Navy and
other National Institutions. In the general instructions broadcasted by the Navy was established that
a ship, after riding out a tropical cyclone, informed through the Distress International Circuit that
their navigation devices were broken, also that they had injured on board and that their situation
was unknown. According to the last known position and the disturbance characteristics, the IlIrd
Section of the Navy Staff determined that at 0600 hours of July 23rd 1966, the ship on emergency
must be located on the sector comprehended between Parallels 110.00°N and 120’ 300°N and
Meridians 620’ 50° W and 640 50’ W. With that information and after a guidance in charge of Sea
Captain HECTOR ABDELNOUR MUSSA, Event Coordinator, Aeroclubs from Valencia, Caracas
and Anaco took off searching for the vessel on emergency, the patroller P-06ARV <<CARACOL>>,
in charge of Commander NEPTALI DE JESUS CABRERA TORO. As Control Vessel it located the
D-23 ARV and <<ALMIRANTE BRION>>, in charge of Commander LINO GARCIA IBARRA.”






HECTOR ABDELNOUR

...here you can live like a family...

Héctor Abdelnour. (President of E. T.A organization, company that
takes care of social-economic studies, big generators maintenance
and their assembly).

-I like to live in Venezuela for multiple reasons, among them, the
tundamental, the fact that I was born in it; thinking that the
Venezuelan is special, a person that is surrounded by a series of
attributes that make him more human. In Venezuela we can say
that you can live like in a family. The foreigner soon finds its place
and is treated as one of us. Joys are collective and sorrows are also
tor everyone, when on a given moment the entire Venezuela is part
of what affects it and what benefits it, where the man can feel
encouraged to be better every day, Perhaps what he likes the most
of the Venezuelan is the pride it feels for its homeland and of itself
and the deep freedom feeling and friendship that it develops.

For all of these reasons and for many others, I think that being a
Venezuelan or to live in Venezuela, represents being able to live in
a more human way and to make easier our existence.

-If T had to live in another place besides my country I would
choose Italy, because when I was in that country I was treated
with great cordiality and I have good memories of it. I think that
the Italian, from a human point of view is the most similar one to
the Venezuelan.






The Computer grabbed it/Julidn Pacheco/ Finally, Puerto Ayacucho on the Wavellll

“Well well now!!! Ha ha ha, now the people from Federal Territory of Amazonas must be like Tarzan the
Monkey Man, after he his first Trip to New York...Go to the pumpkin!!!

Sixty channel intertwined to San Fernando de Apure Central so that they can communicate with the rest of
the country... And if someone needs to call to the farthest point of the Planet, they just have to dial the key
before the number, so they can talk to whoever they want.

Back in the times of the remembered Funes!!! Please tell me if in that time, Black River chieftain could have
found out on a telephone call that General Arévalo Cedefio was on his way to find him to send him to the
land of eternal hunting!!!l Maybe the machetes would not have lightened the Vichada.

When a work like this one is concluded, it is fair to acknowledge it and say it out loud, since that people
from Puerto Ayacucho have always been having a hard time sense the pirate Raleig made his first incursion
there, they deserve after all those years, to get what they so hardly have been asking for..., to have some
telephone devices installed even if they were those they brought from Hungary, not long ago, and that
apparently do not work. Maybe this does not mean anything for those who have never bothered to visit the
spots surrounding this big Territory, where life is blooming and with so many efforts that soon enough it
will make an enormous amount of people turn their faces to that area and understand that the inhabitants
of that Entity, also had the right that the national government extended their reach and help them with
something so vital as it is without a doubt those communication channels,

For this, my surprise was huge when I received a phone call from the CAN.T.V Presidency
Commissioned, the brother Héctor Abdelnour telling me: “Brother”, because Héctor is an Arab, Arab here
Arab there. “You see, Julidn, the people who work here want you to come with us to Puerto Ayacucho to
witness how finally the doves...”

Brother, shall stop being messengers and shall become what they really came to this world, because
brother... doves... and as the President of the company saw that the Commissioned did not want to let go
the messenger doves, he stopped him right there and that is how I suddenly saw myself on Puerto
Ayacucho port accompanied by several C.A.N.T.V personalities and of the Regional and National
Government, that pulled some strings and in that same moment we got the signal that that city was linked
to the great telephonic network of Venezuela.

Words from Dr. Lorenzo Azptrua Marturet, were full of optimism because he wanted to let them know
that we would not stop with those telephone lines, on the contrary, he was certain that he could make the
development on that region even more violent with the installation of that Central and therefore it was not
very long before Puerto Ayacucho would demand an enlargement due to the progress originated by
communications.

Aside of the ceremony I took the Governor of the Territory, Pablo Anduze, who is an entomologist,
between parenthesis, I do not know that manatee, and I told him: “Well Little Pablo, you know now that
you cannot die, one of the things of which the rich people complained more about was that there was no
way for anyone to communicate with anyone, and when you wanted to do something good for the people
just with the trips, telegrams, Orinoco navigation, more telegrams, more trips to Caracas and come here
and go there out did not want to do anything else, all projects got forgotten and therefore they were all
filed. That excuse was dead now, that he had to be very aware of that, since the mood was not good on the
beginning of the year with those rumors about the change of the changer and that he had to work hard to
help Puerto Ayacucho now that the country was in a good economy.

Many works can be inaugurated during this quinquennial but I am fairly certain that the Venezuelan
people teels good for the advance of Amazonas Territory and what constitutes without a doubt its
incorporation into the communication media to the rest of this great Venezuela. So to CAN.T.V was
applauded by the Computer...!Il”
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CANTV IS STUDYING INSTALLING SUBMARINE CABLE TO COMMUNICATE
WITH EUROPE

BARCELONA, January 27th. (INNAC). CANTYV is studying the possibility of installing a
submarine cable from La Guaira to the entire Europe, with the purpose of decongesting the
intense international traffic registered in Venezuela.

The information was provided by Dr. Héctor Abdelnour, CANTYV special commissioned, He said
this proposal was made to our country as well as to the United States and Mexico.

-This is why we are thoroughly analyzing it-he pointed out- and I believe that since it is
practical, we will accept it.

What will be the cost of that work?



Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa visiting the Navy’s General Command. Having lunch
with Commander Rear Admiral Lagrave.



January 23rd 1958.

HOW THE THINGS HAVE
CHANGED

By Miguel Thodé.

It seems unbelievable, but it has been
seventeen years. That January 23rd of
1958. The entire country turned to the
streets to vent out and to show the
satisfaction they felt with the tyrant’s
flee, of the man who had headed a regime
of tortures, violations and corruption.
The Dictator’s tlee turned into a reality a
hope that the entire country was wishing
tor a very long time. It was a collective
party. It was a demonstration of
Venezuelan feeling, something that we
will never be able to forget.

Back then we had a responsibility that
makes us proud, while many great leaders
were running away and touring through
Latin-American capitals, while others
were almost subdued to the opprobrious
dictatorial regime, while some paid their
antipathy towards Pérez Jiménez,
sleeping in dark jails of the nation, we
went through those first historical
moments with the mission of giving radio
and television information of all actions
carried out by the Government Board
headed by Wolfgang Larrazéabal. While
some were going through the bitter
moments of the government change, we
were at Miraflores in the middle of
gunfire and danger, in the middle of
confusion and uncertainty.



We lived here the angst that made possible to bring back the democratic regime that today
seems to belong to some leaders after 17 years of validity. We want to say that today not all of
them are there-or the ones that were-and, on the contrary, many of those who were afraid to go
to Miraflores on the first moments, after the fall of the “boss” are nowadays great figures that
steal press headlines with their statements about democracy in the country. There, on January
23rd, we saw and remembered men that went to praise the back then Lieutenant Aquiles Lopez
so they could have extended a safeguard allowing them to be on the street during curfews.

They were there, almost begging Larrazabal, and getting through his eyes, misters that today
adverse him and reject him, that today criticize him and defame him; but also us, who were
there, very close, and we know who were timorous and small-spirited, who praised those that
were on the government in power, their companies, their resources, homes and their own selves
just for a smile from any of the Board Members or those close to them. It is possible that many
of them may had been able to get connected and forgive me for the word-with future
governments that did not know about their mediocrity and their true values.

Today, many years after the historical event, we have to remember the bravery of many officers
and civilians that worked in favor of the institutional regime in the country. We re-lived the
meetings with those that at the time was the maximum leader of the Board. We remember the
advises received from the defunct Miguel Rodriguez Olivares and German Pefia Arreaza and
the constant interventions of Miguel Banatuil, of René Esteves, of Centeno Lusinchi, of Héctor
Abdelnour, of Héctor Santaella and the constant actuations from the remembered Alirio Ugarte
Pelayo, who was always was aside of Larrazabal, along with Numa Quevedo and Miguel Angel
Burelli. Every time we started to talk about the future of the homeland or any other important
decision that had to be taken, always came with affective recommendations, without dark or
personal interests.

Many years has passed. The situation has changed. He lived differently. The children of the
exiled have returned and have been raised. Political prisoners of that fierce dictatorship are
nowadays-in minority- great men of the Current Venezuela. That equality and patriotism spirit
has disappeared. What is worth today is difterent. Power has passed for several hands.
Presidents have tried to guide the nation and they have put their efforts into it. But their aiders
have not been those that have helped them on that guidance.

On the contrary, the lies, the tripping and the advantaging of opportunities that have been the
best weapons of those who have benefit from what January 23rd 1958 brought with it. During
democracy, anyone that had belonged to a political party or children of any of their leaders have
the right to lie and deceive. Luckily there are others that dedicate their best moments to try to
achieve for this homeland its true destiny. Of course, even when all of them could not be at
Miraflores that day when the tyrant flew oft. That day when machine guns and cannons were
ready to defend what today is not defended and what today not everybody remembers.



Press Conference in occasion of the plane crash of flight 207 of Pan-American from New York occurred
in Maiquetia on December 12th 1969 at 11:02 pm.



DOCUMENTAL
ANNEXES



Official Communication from the Ministry of War and Navy addressed to Citizen
Héctor Abdelnour to inform him that due to dispositions of the Revolutionary Board of
Government, he had been declared student on board of the Cannonade “General
Urdaneta”, in Caracas on January 3rd 1946.



Official Communication from the Ministry of National Defense and General Staff, where the
Lieutenant Héctor Abdelnour is informed that due to dispositions of the President of the United
States of Venezuela, he has been appointed Commander of the First Company of Sailors’s
School, in Caracas on January 15th 1948.



Telegram sent by the President of the Republic, Romulo Gallegos and his Missis to
invite the Lieutenant Héctor Abdelnour to a reception at the Presidential residence,
Caracas, March 10th 1948.



Diploma granted by the President of the United States of Venezuela to Second
Lieutenant Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, where he is granted the Lieutenant Office,
April 30th 1948.



Official Communication from Ministry of National Defense, where the Lieutenant Héctor
Abdelnour is informed that he has been appointed as Artillery Head of “Capana” Transport, in
Caracas on August 20th 1949.



Official Communication from Ministry of the National Defense, Staff, where Lieutenant Héctor
Abdelnour is informed that he has been appointed as Commander of the First Company of
Sailors’ School in Caracas in January 17th 1952.



Official Communication from Ministry of National Defense, Staff, where the Second
Lieutenant Héctor Abdelnour is informed that for disposition of the Government Board he has
been promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, in Caracas on January 17th 1952.



Official Communication from the Ministry of National Defense, Staff, where Lieutenant Héctor
Abdelnour is informed that due to disposition of the Government Board, he has been appointed
Second Commander of “Victoria” Corvette, in Caracas on July 31st 1952.



Official Communication from the Ministry of National Defense, Staff, where Lieutenant Héctor
Abdelnour is informed that due to disposition of the President of the Republic has been
appointed Hulls Inspector for the Inspecting Commission in Italy., in Caracas on December
29th 1953.



Official Communication from the Ministry of National Defense, Navy Forces Command, where
Lieutenant Héctor Abdelnour is informed that for instructions of the Navy Force Commander
has been appointed as Liaison Officer between Mother Ship “Gilmore” Command and Navy

Staff Section, in Caracas on March 18th 1955.



Resolution from Staff Office of the Ministry of Defense, through which Lieutenant Héctor
Abdelnour is informed that due to disposition of the President of the Republic he has been
appointed in Commission to move to the United States of America, with the purpose of
continuing his studies, Caracas, June 17th 1955.



U.S Fleet Sonar School Diploma that certifies that Captain Abdelnour Mussa has completed the
“Deck Watch Sonar” course- September 22nd 1955.

Diploma issued by US Fleet Air Defense Training Center, Dam Neck, Virginia
Beach-Virginia, to Captain Abdelnour for having completed the instruction course
“Combat Information Center, October 14th 1955.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, General Staff, where Corvette Captain
Héctor Abdelnour Mussa is informed that due to disposition of the President of the Republic has
been promoted to the rank of Corvette Captain, in Caracas, on March 1st 1956.



Diploma from the Presidency of the Republic, where the Military Order Award
“General Rafael Urdaneta” on its third class is granted to Corvette Captain Héctor
Abdelnour Mussa for having 10 consecutive years to the Service of the Armed Forces,
in the city of Caracas on July 4th 195.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, General Staff, where Corvette
Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa is informed that due to disposition of the citizen
President of the Republic, he has been declared in commission to move to England, with
the purpose of attending a Staff Course at the R.N College, of Greenwich, in Caracas on
August 10th 1956.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, General Staff, where Corvette
Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa that due to disposition of the President of the Republic he
has been appointed Second Commander of “Almirante Garcia2 Destroyer, in Caracas on
April 30th 1957.



Official Communication from Ministry of Defense, General Staff, where Corvette Captain
Héctor Abdelnour Mussa is informed that due to dispositions of the Government Board he
has been appointed Second Commander of “Zulia” Destroyer, in Caracas on February
22nd 1958.






Diploma through which the Government Board of the Republic of Venezuela,
granting the “Orden Francisco de Miranda” on its second class, to Corvette Captain
Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, in Caracas November 17th 1958.



Communication sent by Prince Ugo Tomassini — Paterné di Constantinopoli Gran Maestro
Ereditario, dated 02/04/1959, to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour to inform him that he has been
granted the Award Croce Eracliana di Seconda Classe, corresponding to Rank di Grande
Ufficiale.



Diploma granted by International Foundation Eloy Alfaro to Captain Abdelnour Mussa where
he is acknowledged as Member of the Military Bar of the Foundation. In the city of Panama
on January 28th 1959.



Official Communication from Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command, for Corvette
Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to inform him that due to disposition of the President of
the Republic he has been appointed Second Commander of “Zulia” Destroyer, with “D”
category, in Caracas on December 8th 1959.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command to
Corvette Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to inform him that due to disposition of
the President of the Republic he has been promoted to the rank of Commander, in
Caracas on January 12th 1960.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command to
Corvette Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to inform him that due to disposition of the
President of the Republic he has been promoted to the rank of Commander, in Caracas on
January 12th 1960.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command, to
Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to inform him that by Resolution of the Defense
Office he has been appointed Commander of “Almirante Brion” Destroyer, with category
“C”, in Caracas on May 16th 1960.



Official Communication from Ministry of Communications, Civil Aeronautics Directorate,
for Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa with the purpose of granting him the Pilot
Student License No. 863, in Caracas on October 26th 1960.



Diploma in which the “Orden Signum Fidei” is granted to Captain Abdelnour
Mussa, in Munich on December 3rd 1960.



Communication from Club Paraiso’s Directive Board Secretary, to Commander Héctor
Abdelnour Mussa, where he is informed that he has been accepted as owner-member of the
above mentioned club, in Caracas on March 2nd 1961.



Navigation Patent for General José Trinidad Moran granted by the President of the Republic of
Venezuela Romulo Betancourt, in charge of Commander Abdelnour Mussa, May 22nd 1961.



Official Communication from Ministry of the Defense, Navy’s General Command, to
Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to inform hi, that due to disposition of the President
of the Republic he has been appointed Commander of “General José Trinidad Morédn”
Destroyer, with category “C”, in Caracas on June 8th 1961.



Diploma from the Presidency of the Republic of Venezuela, through which it is
granted the “Orden al Mérito Naval”, on its second class, to Commander Héctor
Abdelnour Mussa, in Caracas, July 22nd 1961.



Official Communication from Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command, to
Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to give him the diploma correspondent to
Award “Orden del Libertador” with the rank of Knight that was granted on February
4th 1962.



Official Communication from Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command where
Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa is informed that he has appointed in commission, in
Caracas, April 12th 1962.



Diploma where the Navy’s General Command of Venezuela where the “Insignia del
Distintivo de Comando” award is granted to Captain Abdelnour Mussa, February 8th 1962.



Official Communication from Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command where
Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa is informed that he has appointed in commission, in
Caracas, April 12th 1962.



Official Communication from Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command for
Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to inform him about the Navy Bands presented by
him, in Caracas on April 30th 1962.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command, to
Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, to inform him that he has beeb appointed as
Accidental Commissioned of the Navy Staff Second Section. In Caracas on May 15th 1962.



Navy’s General Command Diploma where the “Insignia del Distintivo de Comando”
is granted to Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, in the city of Caracas on July 14th
1963.



Diploma granted by the Ministry of Defense and Navy War School Directorate to Captain
Abdelnour Mussa for having passed the Navy Staff Course, in Caracas, September 25th 1963.



Diploma from Navy’s General Command and Navy Bands
Council, thorugh which is is granted the “Navy Band” to Captain
Abdelnour Mussa, in Caracas on July 24th 1964.



Official Communication from Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command, to
Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa to inform him that he has been appointed Squadron
Command Operations Division Head. In Caracas, January 22nd 1965.



Diploma granted by Aeroclub de Caracas’s Civil Aviation School, to Captain
Abdelnour Mussa for having completed and passed the Tourism Aviator Pilot
course, on March 6th 1965.



Diploma from Presidency of the Republic, through which the Award Military Order
“General Rafael Urdaneta” on its second class, is granted to Sea Captain Héctor
Abdelnour Mussa for having 20 uninterrupted years of service, in the city of Caracas,
on July 2nd 1966.



Diploma granted by Navy’s General Command to Captain Abdelnour Mussa for his performance
during the “Search and Rescue” event, carried out on Navy Day, July 24th 1966.



Diploma from the Presidency of the Republic, through which the Award “Cruz de las
Fuerzas Armadas de Cooperacion” on its second class, to Sea Captain Héctor
Abdelnour Mussa, in the city of Caracas, on August 4th 1966.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, Navy’s General Command, to
Commander Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, to inform him that he has been appointed Accidental
Commander of the Squadron Command. In Caracas on August 5th 1966.



Diploma from the National Guard’s General Command, where the Distinctive “Ala de Pecho”
on its category Honorary Pilot, is granted to Sea Captain Abdelnour Mussa, on August 30th
1967.



Diploma from the Presidency of the Republic through which the “Orden del
Libertador” award on its rank of Officer is granted to Sea Captain Héctor
Abdelnour Mussa, in the city of Caracas, on July 1st 1968.



Official Communication from the Ministry of Defense, addressed to Captain Abdelnour
Mussa where he is granted the diploma correspondent to the “Orden del Libertador”
award, on its fourth class, on the officer rank, granted on July 5th 1968.



Diploma from the Ministry of Defense of Venezuela- Joint Operations Center, granted to
Captain Abdelnour Mussa for his participation as a Navy’s delegate March 28th 1969.



Diploma granted by Foundation La Salle of Natural Sciences, to Captain Abdelnour Mussa, as
Benefactor Member, in Caracas on March 28th 1969.



Diploma from Sucre State Government, through which the award “Antonio José de
Sucre”, on its second class, is granted to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, in the
city of Cumand, on the Ninth day of December of 1976.



Diploma from Air Security Investigators International Association where a certificate is
granted to Captain Abdelnour Mussa for his attendance and participation in the Seminar 77 of
the Association carried out in Venezuela, Caraballeda, October 1977.



Diploma from Ministry of Transportation and Communications and Aquatic Transportation
General Sector Directorate, where the “Merchant Navy Band” on its First Class, is granted to Sea
Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, in Caracas on June 21st 1988.



Diploma through which the Nueva Esparta Police’s General Command grants the
“Botén de Honor al Mérito” to Sea Captain Héctor Abdelnour Mussa, on July 17th
1998.
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